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Abstract 
This paper intends to research the following research question:  
“Despite the organisation being banned for many years prior to the ‘Arab Spring’ how was the 
Muslim Brotherhood able to influence the outcome of the 2012 Egyptian general election?” 
 
We have chosen to write about the rise of the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt and their ability to 
influence the Egyptian revolution, resulting in a successful election in the favour of the Muslim 
Brotherhood. To be able to answer the research question a detailed description of the history of the 
Muslim Brotherhood is necessary. How they managed to establish a “good reputation” in big parts 
of the Egyptian society despite the fact that they had been banned as a political, social and religious 
movement for more than seven decades. Additionally a summary, explaining the event during the 
Arab Spring and how the Muslim Brotherhood gained power in this short period. The Muslim 
Brotherhood founded a political party named The Freedom & Justice Party after overthrowing the 
Hosni Mubarak regime in 2011. In this paper we will therefore also pinpoint their political program, 
strategies and ideologies. 
  
Furthermore, this paper investigates the rise of the Muslim Brotherhood before and through the 
election periods focusing on the different reasons why the people of Egypt voted in the favour of 
the Muslim Brotherhood. The project presents a globalisation theory by Thomas Hylland Eriksen 
which is based on eight key concepts. Interconnectedness, standardisation and re-embedding is the 
most relevant dimensions which will be focused on. In the continuance of interconnectedness, the 
role of the social Medias during the Egyptian revolt will be researched and discussed. Thereafter, 
with a point of departure, the events during the occupation of Tahrir Square on the 25th of January 
2011 will be analysed where after an explanation of why these events might have been the turning 
point for the Muslim Brotherhood bringing them on the track to governmental politics in Egypt. 
Finally we will summarise everything which will end up in a discussion and from the discussion a 
conclusion will be drawn. We have used many different books, reports, sources etc. to be able to 
answer this project so that the reader is able to get a better, wider and deeper understanding on how 
the Muslim Brotherhood were able to rise to power in such a short time despite the history that they 
have experienced, since the founding of the movement in 1928.  
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The Muslim Brotherhood 
Introduction 
This research paper intends to research the rise of the Muslim Brotherhood in the context of the 
Egyptian revolution, which took place in the early part of 2011. However, Egypt was not the only 
country to revolt during this time. Many other Arabic countries in the Middle Eastern region and 
North Africa experienced uprisings and revolts. These uprising are now more commonly known as 
The Arab Spring. We believe that the Egyptian revolution is one of the most interesting and 
important revolutions due to Egypt’s geographical location in the region as it shares borders with 
Israel and Egypt’s ability to influence the Arab World, economically and politically since Egypt is 
one of the most important allies in the region to the western countries. 
 
Since the Muslim Brotherhood had great influence in the revolt and major role during the 
demonstrations against the Hosni Mubarak regime, it is worth taking a closer look at the influence 
of the Muslim Brotherhood and their rise in the context of the Egyptian revolution. We intend to 
research the Muslim brotherhood’s political influence and role, going from being a banned political 
party to winning the elections with the majority of the votes. To do this it is important to understand 
the history of the political organisation, starting in the early 1920s, their rhetorical influence, and 
their ability to remain operational secretly; even as a banned organisation for many decades. We 
want to research how they conveyed their message to the people whilst most of their leadership was 
imprisoned. How their very new political party (The Freedom & Justice Party) have been led as a 
political party. How their leaders have founded and laid out the concept and main steps for their 
successors to follow. All in all the paper researches what the Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood is, what 
their political standpoints are, what their politics are about, how they managed to gain so much 
popularity in a country which is divided into different religions, sects, political ideologies and 
economical classes. 
 
Literature review 
To advance with our project we have a selection of literature, which consists of books, journals and 
academic reports that reflect on the events that took place during the Egyptian Revolution and the 
Muslim Brotherhood’s rise to power. To understand how religion has played a role in their way to 
gain the Egyptian people’s trust and how the Muslim Brotherhood as a religious party/association 
appealed to their lifestyle, we have used a book titled Introduction to Sociology wherein we have 
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used a globalisation theory which consists of eight key dimensions or concepts and terms on how 
religion has returned to society and resurged after it is has been abolished or missing in Egypt for 
hundreds of years. We will also be using an academic report which is written about the 
demonstration at the 25th of January 2011 at the much talked about Tahrir Square in Egypt. From 
the reports we will be using the academic analysis in our research about how the Muslim 
Brotherhood influenced the people and what kind of people were there and from what level of 
society they came from.  
Subsequently, we have chosen literature such as Alan Heywood’s Politics which it briefly describes 
what a political ideology is, and if politics can exist without ideology. Hence, it means that we want 
to take a further look at if the Muslim Brotherhood’s ideology helped them to gain the power in that 
period. To obtain the knowledge and information from all these books, journals and academic 
reports we have used Alan Bryman’s book titled Social Research Methods to learn how to use and 
analyse our literature in an academically correct way. This book has served as a guideline as to how 
we should read our literature and how we should be critical of the sources found in the literature. 
Furthermore, the theories of social research have been used as a guideline on how to write our 
project and how to use the different techniques of theories and concepts that we have stumbled 
upon. 
 
Delimitation 
When researching Egypt and the Muslim Brotherhood you stumble upon a rich history. To explain 
the Muslim Brotherhood’s rise to power we could focus on the history of Egypt’s presidency, how 
they were able to survive Nasser’s term as president, the term of Saadat and also former president 
Mubarak’s term in office. There would be too much information, the literature is endless and the 
topic would be too wide if we focused on that. One thing that is also very interesting is the variety 
of people that you find in Egypt. You have the Coptic Christians, Christians, Muslims, and Jews, 
people from the three major world religions all living in one place. Furthermore, those religious 
sects are divided into smaller sects who are all differentiated in some way from each other. The 
politics and the political standpoints every member from each religion take is also different. We 
have chosen not to focus on that, because; first of all it is very complex and difficult to understand. 
Secondly, it would also be too wide. Furthermore, we could also mention the other countries that 
are implicit in the Arab Spring to see why the revolution actually did take place at that time exactly, 
and talk about the reinforcing effect the revolutions had for each other.  
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What we did was to focus on the most recent years with a focus on the 25th of January on the Tahrir 
Square because it is looked upon as the beginning of the end of Mubarak’s regime and the start of a 
new political era in Egypt, a chance and opportunity that the Muslim Brotherhood had waited some 
80 odd years to seize. In addition, we have focused on Egypt because there are many different 
religious, political and ideological sects who are all divided and differentiated from each other. 
Egypt has also been one of the most important allied Middle Eastern country to the democratic 
western countries. Also, the western medias have covered the Egyptian revolution much more than 
the other revolting countries. We thought it could be interesting to see why the coverage was so 
wide and in addition to that, we saw a wider opportunity to gain access to literature and information 
because of the wide coverage. 
 
Developing our content 
In our project we have used an academic report written about the events that went on at the Tahrir 
Square on the 25th of January. Contrary to the general belief she writes that the Muslim 
Brotherhood was present. It was present through the youth section of the Muslim Brotherhood. She 
also writes that a lot of different social classes were present, some in person and some not. She 
differentiates the higher class from the lower class, saying that the higher-class people were 
tweeting about the revolution while watching the TV. They were not out in the street actually 
protesting with their fellow Egyptians. She accuses them of sitting in their comfortable home, 
updating their Facebook statuses, while the working class people, the farmers, the poor and 
everyone else who was against Mubarak were out revolting, even hooligans. So the participation 
has been varied in this context. Therefore, you can say that there are different aspects of how you 
are a part of the revolution. Some people are active and protest in the streets, whereas other people 
“prefer” to sit at home watching TV and update and post their statuses on either Facebook or 
Twitter. Of course this aspect has also split the Egyptian population furthermore. The working class 
people that were out demonstrating in the streets do not want to give those who sit at home, any 
credit for the results they have made. Furthermore, we are using a globalisation theory which can be 
used to explain how religion is returning to society. The theory is presented as eight key points or 
concepts. The eight key points include; disembedding, mixing, acceleration, standardization and 
vulnerability etc. The key point from our point of view is the re-embedding; how you need to 
strengthen your personal and historical ties in order for you not to lose your identity. Egypt has been 
a Muslim country for a long time, and as we have included in our concepts Islamism wherein you 
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find Sharia is the way a Muslim should live his life. Egypt has not been a country governed by 
Sharia and through the re-embedding theory, you could explain the Muslim Brotherhood’s 
influence through the fact that the people might have thought that they were losing their identity. 
That they were falling victim for globalisation and thus standardization, which will then turn to a 
globalised culture and that, is why re-embedding was important to them. They needed to strengthen 
their history, their culture and religion and through these theories we could draw some explanation 
or some hints on why The Muslim Brotherhood appealed to the people as much as they did. 
Even though we are not focusing on the previous presidency as a whole, we are still going to read 
the literature available about these times. We feel like we need to know the history of presidency 
and what the previous did to ban and prevent the Muslim Brotherhood from gaining a voice with 
the people and power and if the ban actually helped the Muslim Brotherhood gain popularity. If we 
read about the history, we might also be able to learn more about their political struggle hence 
understand the struggle of the Muslim Brotherhood. Essentially the point is that by reading and 
gaining more knowledge about the history of Egypt we will also gain more knowledge about the 
Muslim Brotherhood as a whole to understand their full struggle to power and to do this we will be 
using a mix of Zahid Mohammed’s book titled “The Muslim Brotherhood and Egypt’s Succession 
Crisis: The politics of liberalisation and reform in the Middle East” and Osman Tarek’s “Egypt on 
the Brink: From Nasser to Mubarak” and various websites who can give us good useful and 
legitimate information. 
 
Methodology 
During this project, we have based our research on the rise of the Muslim Brotherhood in the 
context of the Egyptian revolution and how they managed to succeed in promoting themselves 
during the conflicts and riots in the election period after the uprising of January 25th, 2011. Hence, 
we will take a look at how it was possible for the Muslim Brotherhood‘s political party (The 
Freedom and Justice Party) to gain the votes of the majority of the Egyptian people in such a short 
time with the conditions the country had. 
As for these aspects, we will focus on the Muslim Brotherhoods norms and values and how they 
implemented their ideas, which led to a victory in the 2012 presidential elections. Furthermore, 
there will be focused on the historical background of the Brotherhood in order to analyse and 
understand how and why the election poll ended up in their favour. As for the timeline that we avail 
ourselves of, and move through during this process, it will mainly be from the beginning of the 
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Egyptian revolution, where hundreds of thousands of Egyptians occupied the Tahrir Square in 
central Cairo and many other central squares throughout Egypt, succeeding in disposing Hosni 
Mubarak, up to the presidential elections in 2012, which the Freedom and Justice Party’s candidate 
Mohammed Morsi won. 
We will primarily use qualitative data instead of quantitative data, since it is well know that most of 
the Middle Eastern countries suffer from an extremely high corruption rate. Therefore we must 
assume that many of the official statistics may be found unreliable and it would give us an unclear 
view of the current situation in the country. The data is usually manipulated to create an image 
which is in the favour of the government. This does not mean that quantitative data will not be used 
in our project. The sources we have chosen to use in this process contain different types of 
academic journals, books, articles and more. We will be very critical and careful using the different 
sources and we will of course take all the precautions there is. We have used the inductive theory, 
as we started with defining our research question and sub-questions along with the concepts. We 
then collected the data for the study of our research question and sub-questions which includes 
academic reports, journals, books and articles and some quantitative data. We then analysed the 
data, looking for a connection between the literatures and afterwards developing further data and 
theories. Finally, we took the data that we further developed and put them next to the existing data 
and theory to compare them and check for conflicts. If conflicts are present this gives an 
opportunity to create a discussion analyzing the different views from the conflicts.  
Epistemology is the theory of knowledge and it is essential to make epistemological considerations 
in relation to the project. Epistemology can also be described as the issue regarding appropriate 
knowledge about the social world. By including the political, institutional and historical structures, 
in Egypt in the context of the Muslim Brotherhoods existence throughout the past decades, presence 
and influence, an understanding of how the Muslim Brotherhood influenced the revolution and 
achieved their goals would be found. The methods for data collection contained an analysis of the 
political, institutional and historical Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood. Primary and secondary 
journals, books, articles and academic reports are used. 
 
Research question 
Despite the organisation being banned for many years prior to the Arab Spring how was the Muslim 
Brotherhood able to influence the outcome of the 2012 Egyptian general election? 
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Problem area 
In this topic we will investigate the rise of the Muslim Brotherhood. We will look into who and 
what the Muslim brotherhood is. We will find out how the organisation came to power and how 
they got their support. 
 
Sub questions 
 Who are the Muslim Brotherhood and what is their history? 
 What happened during the Egyptian revolution? 
 With point of departure on the 25th January 2011 on the Tahrir Square, what happened and 
who were the protesters? 
 How was the Freedom and Justice Party able to rise and get to power in Egypt?  
 What is the Freedom and Justice Party's political program?  
 Which part of the society did the people who voted for the Muslim Brotherhood come from? 
And why did they vote for the Muslim Brotherhood? 
 The theory of globalisation and social media in the Egyptian revolution explained through 
the eight key concepts.   
 
Research strategy 
This chapter is about explaining the tools, which we are going to use in this project to answer our 
working questions and problem formulation. 
For answering the working questions and problem formulation question we will use the inductive 
style of approach, which is very useful to understand the topic and it offers the best way to answer 
our working questions. We decided to take this approach because we will produce our own theory 
based on our findings. 
 
Concepts 
Islamism / Political Islam (Sharia): 
Merriam-Webster dictionary define Islamism as “A popular reform movement advocating the 
reordering of government and society in accordance with laws prescribed by Islam”. (Merriam-
Webster Dictionary, 2010). Sharia means the “way” or “path”. Islamic Sharia law refers to the 
whole system of ethics and rules, which a Muslim is compulsory to live by for regulating the 
personal and moral conduct. It also relates to both criminal and civil justice. The Sharia is based 
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upon the teachings of the Quran as well as (Ahadith) the teachings and example of Prophet 
Muhammad. According to Mozaffari “Islamism is a complex phenomenon with multiple 
dimensions and various ramifications. Like other political doctrines, Islamism, in its contemporary 
shape, is an “ideology”, a “movement-organisation” and a “form of government” (Mozaffari, 
2007:17). 
 
Authoritarianism: 
Authoritarianism is a political system in form of military rule, traditional dictatorship or 
monarchical absolutism, which opposes individual freedom and democracy and is characterized by 
submission to authority. In this form of government the leader is usually unelected and the leader 
possesses the power to rule over the masses. In this form of government the social and economic 
institution is in existence and not directly controlled by the authority, but the people are excluded 
from the politics (Heywood, 2013: 277). 
 
Democratisation: 
Democratisation is a transitional process through which a political system becomes 
democratic.  This process includes the breakdown of an old regime or the destruction of the non-
democratic regime and the induction of democratic institutions and the consolidation of the 
democratic regime (Heywood, 2013: 272). 
 
 
 
Global civil society: 
A global civil society is a series of public independent non-political non-governmental private 
organisations, associations, businesses, groups and so on. It is a public space where people debate 
and take action towards solving the problem (Heywood, 2013: 106). 
 
Revolution: 
“A popular uprising, involving extra-legal mass action, which brings about fundamental change (a 
change in the political system itself) as opposed to merely a change of policy or governing elite.” 
(Heywood, 2013: 85). 
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Disembedding: 
“Globalization implies that distance is becoming irrelevant, relative or at the very least less 
important.” (Aakvaag et al. 2012: 262). Shortly, disembedding can be described as how the world 
has become a smaller place and distance has been shortened resulting in news and other relevant 
pieces of information now can be shared worldwide faster than ever compared to the travel of news 
in the old days, where news used to travel several months before people on the other side of the 
world would receive it (Aakvaag et al. 2012: 262). 
 
Standardisation: 
“Continuing the process of standardization begun by nationalism and national economies, 
globalization entails comparability and shared standards where there were formerly none.” 
(Aakvaag et al. 2012: 263). The different world cultures, traditions and languages have become 
shared through the progress of the modern world. In addition, our norms and values has followed 
the process of standardisation as a result people can now speak and interact with each other through 
standardised languages, such as English (Aakvaag et al. 2012: 263). 
 
Interconnectedness: 
“The networks connecting people across continents are becoming denser, faster and wider every 
year.” (Aakvaag et al. 2012: 263). Basically, interconnectedness has widened your opportunity to 
broaden your social networks and get in touch with people whether you know them or not. This is 
made possible by the social media tools such as Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram etc.  
 
Re-embedding: 
“A very widespread family of responses to the disembedding tendencies of globalization can be 
described as re-embedding.” (Aakvaag et al. 2012: 266). Re-embedding is the action taken aimed at 
strengthening ties with history, culture, tradition and religion. Re-embedding is a conservative 
approach which focuses on the old traditions and ways of life.  
 
Chapter 1: The history of the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt 
Political Islam 
Before beginning with examining the history of the Muslim Brotherhood (MB), an adequate 
definition of the term political Islam or Islamism must be provided. The definition of the above-
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mentioned terms is that, political Islam is a political ideology rather than religion or theology. 
Adherents of political Islam believes that “Islam as a body of faith has something important to say 
about how politics and society should be ordered in the contemporary Muslim world and 
implemented in some fashion.” (Ayoob, M. 2008: 2). 
 
Hassan Al Banna and the Muslim Brotherhood 
The Muslim Brotherhood, (Al-Ikhwaan Al-Muslimun in the Arabic language) also known as the 
society of the Muslim Brothers is a transnational Islamic and political engaged organisation, which 
was founded in 1928 in Egypt by a schoolteacher and Imam named Hassan Al Banna. (Rutherford, 
B. 2008) Hassan Al Banna was born in 1906 and was educated at the Teacher Training Institute in 
Damanhour. He also studied Arabic language and literature, and Islamic studies at the Dar al-‘Ulm 
(School of Knowledge and Science) in Cairo, where he graduated in 1927. It is said that by the time 
of his graduation, he had memorised the entire Quran, the six authentic books of the hadith – The 
Islamic prophet Muhammad’s sayings – and 19.000 lines of poetry (Abd Al-Halim, M. 1978-1983). 
Al Banna lived in Ismailya, in northern Egypt, for five years (1928-1933), before he moved to Cairo 
to continue his work. He was married to Latifa Al-Suli in the years living in Ismailya. Together they 
had five daughters and a son (Helbawy, K. 2010). The 12th of February 1949, Imam Hassan Al 
Banna was assassinated. It is said that, after a meeting with some government representatives, as he 
was getting into a taxi to return home, he was shot (Lia, B. 1998). 
The MB is seen as one of the largest and most influential pan-Sunni-Islamic, religious and social 
movement. The organisation’s ideology has gained supporters throughout the Arab world with its 
“model of political activism combined with Islamic charity work.”(Ghattas, K. 2009). The stated 
aim of the MB is to implement the teachings of the Quran, the Sunnah and Hadith of the Muslim 
Prophet Muhammad (deeds and sayings of the Prophet Muhammad) as the “sole reference point for 
…ordering the life of the Muslim family, individual, community …and state.” (Mura, Andrea 2012: 
61–85). 
“Hassan Al Banna understood Islam to be a comprehensive way of life, with politics and 
governance being part of Islam. For Al Banna, a Muslim is not a full Muslim unless he is interested 
in politics and does his part to care for his country, the Muslim world and the whole of humanity. 
MB members must always be politically active, but never partisans. The MB bases its political 
activities on the concept that the people are the source of all power, and that the transfer of power 
must occur through free, clear elections. It believes that all people should have freedom of 
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expression, access to the media, forming associations and holding meetings and peaceful 
demonstrations. There should be freedom to form political parties, or indeed to act independently. 
There people should be fairly represented through parliamentary elections, an no citizen – male or 
female – should be excluded from participation, in relation either to being represented or to being 
an elected member of parliament and its councils, according to properly and legally defined general 
conditions. The judicial system should be independent at all times, and military courts should have 
jurisdiction over military personnel only. A distinction should remain between investigative 
authority and judgment: the attorney bureau should be independent, not affiliated to the Ministry of 
Justice, and the right of appeal should be guaranteed. The army should be kept away from politics 
and confined to its own functions. The police and security forces should be civil servants 
concentrating on the sole purpose of preserving the internal peace of the society.” (Ayoob, M. 2008: 
75). 
 
The first stage (1928 – 1949) 
In the beginning the MB was a social religious organisation; preaching and teaching Islam and 
building hospitals and schools. At that time Egypt was under the British colonial rule, with a 
corrupt democratic system and political parties all eager to please the palace and King Faruq. The 
Egyptian society was becoming westernised in values, characters, morals and behaviour, but not in 
administration, science and technology. Hassan Al Banna talked and preached to young men about 
Islam, the occupation and their duties, managing to move some of them from sitting in coffee shops 
to sitting in the mosques, hoping that they in the mosques would gain more insight and education. 
Even though this move of young men only was in limited neighbourhoods, (Port Said, Sharqia, 
Dakahlia and Suez – all of which are very close to Ismailya) it attracted attention of the foreign 
managers and directors who were executives at the industries that the young Egyptian men were 
working. Young men began to pray, ask for their rights, to feel the need to free their country, to 
understand the value of time and to behave in an Islamic way. The young men became very brave, 
discussing the occupation forces and different problems with their foreign managers (Helbawy, K. 
2010). The first six members of the emerging group named the new movement the MB. “The 
movement diverted the attention of the youths towards reading Islamic books and meeting together 
weekly in small circles, to study Islamic literature and to pray together.” (Helbawy, K.  2010: 65). 
The new movement, the MB moved to Cairo where they published a magazine called, Al-Ikhwan 
al-Muslimun. The banners of the MB movement carried a well-known Islamic slogan, “Believers 
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are but Brothers”. However, this slogan gradually expanded into a more pointed five-part mantra: 
“Allah is our goal; the Quran is our Constitution; the Prophet is our leader; Jihad is our way; death 
for the sake of Allah is our most exalted wish.” (Helbawy, K. 2010: 67). Whereas it is important to 
notice that the movement at that time was beginning to attract more attention of others, as well as it 
was to sort out its own philosophy and define its stance on many issues, including its approach to 
power, good governance, nationalism, Arab nationalism, Islamic unity and international relations. 
In January 1941, Al Banna decided to run in the parliamentary elections. Hassan al Banna enjoyed a 
great popular support from the people who was frustrated with the corrupt parties and politicians in 
Egypt. Nevertheless they were enthused by the new understanding of Islam offered by the MB. In 
1942 the MB nominated Al Banna to run for the seat in Ismailya, the cradle of the MB. As the 
MB’s influence rose, they began to oppose and resist the British ruling of Egypt (Osman, T. 2010). 
However, the prime minister at the time, Al-Nahas Pasha from the Wafd party, met with Al Banna 
where he informed him that the MB would be banned and its leaders exiled if he insisted on running 
in the parliamentary elections. Al-Nahas Pasha informed Al Banna clearly that the British, who 
were in control of Egypt, had relayed these decisions to him. Al Banna had a second meeting with 
Al-Nahas Pasha where he again was warned not to run for the elections. After consulting with the 
members of the MB’s consultative body, Hassan Al Banna decided to withdraw from the elections. 
The MB’s membership at large was unhappy and frustrated with the decision, but Hassan Al Banna 
explained to them the decision would “(...) guaranteeing them freedom of movement and the right 
to continue their activities.” (Helbawy, K. 2010: 68). However, in 1944 the MB decided to not only 
nominated Al Banna to run for parliamentary elections in Ismailiya, but also other MB candidates 
was nominated for other districts. The British Embassy in Cairo wrote a letter to Ahmad Maher 
Pasha, who had succeeded Al-Nahas Pasha as prime minister, asking him to prevent Al Banna and 
the other MB members from nomination themselves, running for parliamentary elections. Young 
men affiliated to the National Front of Egypt assassinated Prime Minister Ahmad Maher Pasha on 
the 24th February 1945. The National Front of Egypt, which was arisen in the late 1930s as an 
umbrella organisation, supported by the MB, that strove to bring together Egyptian parties to fight 
against the British occupation. 
 
During this period of time the MB’s ideology spread into most of the Arab countries, mainly as a 
result of foreign students coming from all-over the Arab world to study at the Al-Azhar institute and 
the Cairo University. The MB arranged conferences and spread information about the organisation. 
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Most of the attraction was due to the stand of the Brotherhood against the British occupation, and its 
idea and support to the liberation of Palestine. The MB showed great interest in Palestine. The MB 
established a committee to visit Palestine in 1935 to support the Palestinians against the British. The 
MB invited Palestinian leaders to their headquarters in Cairo, arranged meetings and provided 
platforms for these leading figures. The MB created and formed committees in Egypt to generate an 
awareness of the issue in Palestine among the Egyptian people and even collect contributes for the 
Palestinian cause. Hassan Al Banna declared that the MB’s fight with Israel was not religious of 
nature, because that the Quran commanded respectful dialogue between the ‘people of the Book 
(Jews, Christians and Muslims)’; but that the Muslim Brotherhood opposed the Jewish immigration 
of Palestine due to the political and economical threats it posed to the Palestinians (Helbawy, K. 
2010: 70). Al Banna also said, “We sympathise with the Jews and feel sorry for the injustice they 
have suffered, but those injustice should not be addressed by creating injustice to Arabs.” (Al-Masri 
newspaper. vol. 2: 70-72). 
 
After the UN resolution on the partition of Palestine, in November 1947, the MB held 
demonstrations across Egypt. The MB equipped and trained mujahedeen (fighters) to fight for 
Palestine and defend the right of the Palestinians. MB volunteers fought in the war of 1948 that 
broke out in Palestine, between the Palestinians and Zionist groups. As a result of the MB’s 
involvement in Palestine, Jewish organisations, the British and to a lesser extent the Americans, 
began monitoring the MB movement and its leaders through the Egyptian monarchy, the extreme 
corrupted political parties in power, and the police – “(...) all of whom preferred to answer to the 
British Embassy rather than the Egyptian people.” (Helbawy, K. 2010: 71), meaning that the 
Egyptian authorities took more and more measures against the MB, by not allowing and disrupting 
the MB’s lectures and meetings. It was made prohibited for any Egyptian individual or company to 
advertise in the MB’s daily newspaper, Al-Ikhwan al-Muslimun, until its licence as cancelled by 
military order. In all there was an intensive daily press campaign against the MB. 
The British established a group called the Society of Freedom Brothers, which had the aim to attract 
young Egyptian men to a more Western freethinking, wanting that this group would affect the MB. 
This society established sports clubs and centres, educational institutions and lecture groups that 
promoted Western values and beliefs such as freedom between sexes (Helbawy, K. 2010: 72). On 
the 8th of December 1948, military orders were issued to dissolve the MB’s society with all of its 
branches. All activities of the MB were forbidden. All belongings and properties of the MB were 
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sequestered. Members of the MB were fire from all employment services and educational 
institutions. Members of the MB were arrested. All senior members of the MB were taken into 
detention except Hassan Al Banna. Al Banna suggested to the government to release members of 
the MB, offering them to leave Cairo, retire or travel abroad. Discovering that his suggestion not 
was taken to consideration he requested to at least be detained equally with the other MB leaders 
serving prison sentences. The government agreed to set free some of the MB’s consultative, leading 
figures if Al Banna would submit a public statement to calm the situation of the country, which he 
did. The government edited the statement and published it without the agreement of Al Banna. 
Furthermore his licensed gun was taken from him and his private car impounded. The government 
did not deliver their promise and they moreover did not allow Al Banna to leave Cairo. His closest 
associates felt that he was being set up for assassination. The 12th of February 1949, leaving a 
meeting with government representatives together with his brother-in-law Hassan Al Banna was 
shot. He was taken to a hospital, but left untreated and died. Al Banna was buried secretly; only his 
family was allowed to attend his funeral (Lia, B. 1998). From the times of the founding of the MB 
in 1928 to his assassination in 1949, Al Banna had a central and the most utterly important role in 
the construction of the identity of the MB. He is still seen a person who have had huge influence on 
Islamic thought. 
 
The second stage (1949 – 1975) 
After the assassination of Hassan Al Banna, it took the MB over two years to announce a new 
general leader (Murshid) of the organisations, Hassan Al-Hudaiby. At the same time a new and less 
corrupted government had come to power in Egypt. The new government failed to secure 
independence through negotiations with the British. Hassan Al-Hudaiby made great effort with the 
government to release the MB prisoners who had been imprisoned mainly to satisfy the British 
(Zahid, M. 2012). 
Throughout the years 1951 and 1952 the MB together with other Egyptian volunteers fought against 
the British troops in the Suez Canal, to liberate their country from foreign occupation. The MB 
therefore sought to work and corporate with all interested parties, organisations and societies to end 
the colonisation, but particularly with anti-monarchist officers both in the army and the police. 
These officers were known as the Free Officers and were led by Muhammad Naguib (president of 
Egypt, 1953-1954) and Gamal Abdel Nasser (president of Egypt, 1956-1970). The Free Officers 
had an important role in the secret preparations before the revolution against the king. Abdel Nasser 
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was one of the many Free Officers, who also were members of the MB, from 1941 (Zahid, M. 
2012). 
 
The coup d’état took place on the 23th of July 1952, after being delayed a couple of days in order to 
get the last approval from the Murshid of the MB. The July revolution was a success, but before 
long differences appeared in the Revolutionary Council under Abdel Nasser. Differences and policy 
disagreements also appeared between Abdel Nasser and the MB. A law was passed, to regulate the 
activities of oppositional political parties. The tension between Abdel Nasser and the MB escalated, 
where after Abdel Nasser issued a warning to the Brotherhood’s Murshid, Al-Hudaiby, demanding 
that the MB to stop any attempt to recruit members within the army, police and the security forces 
(Zahid, M. 2012). Abdel Nasser also demanded that the MB should dissolve the existing movement 
within the branches in the army. Abdel Nasser even began to sack the members of the Free Officers 
who disagreed with him, even the president Naguib. 
 
In 1953 Abdel Nasser detained the Murshid, Al-Hudaiby together with other leading figures of the 
organisation and sent to military prisons, due to the result of the non-compliance by the movement 
in refusing to bow down to the demands of the regime (Zahid, M. 2012). The MB was furthermore 
dissolved. Abdel Nasser stated, accusing that the MB was contacting the British occupation forces 
and planning a coup d’état, using religion for own personal purpose. The situation was worsened 
due to internal problems and conflict within the MB. The MB’s constitutional bodies convened and 
expelled senior members and leaders of the MB. It was later proven that Abdel Nasser had been 
behind these internal disagreements in the MB (Helbawy, K. 2010: 77).  
 
Due to public pressure led by the MB, the Revolutionary Council issued major resolutions in 1954, 
allowing the establishment of political parties, while restricting the Revolutionary Council form 
establishing their own. There would be no banning of any political parties and organisations or 
suppression of political rights. A General Assembly would be elected by direct public vote, and the 
General Assembly would elect a president in its first meeting. The Revolutionary Council would 
dissolve itself. 
 
Frictions escaladed between Abdel Nasser and the MB. Abdel Nasser set out to disrupt all MB 
activities, including closing down their magazine. Abdel Nasser began a media campaign against 
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the MB. In the evening of the 26th of October 1954, the media announced that he had been saved 
from an assassination attempt while delivering speech in Alexandria. Abdel Nasser pointed the 
finger at the MB, but they denied and claimed that the incident was staged. The People’s Court 
sentenced six very well known MB leaders to death. Others were condemned to life imprisonment. 
More than 10.000 members of the MB were detained in military prisons. During the 1967 War, 
patriotic MB members in prison asked Nasser to release them to take part in the war and face Israel 
on the frontline; but this was refused and the MB members continues to live in Egyptian prisons 
(Helbawy, K. 2010: 78). 
 
When Anwar Sadat (president of Egypt, 1970-1981) succeeded Abdel Nasser, and came to power 
after this death, the political life and governance in Egypt began to change. Sadat’s approach was 
everything that Abdel Nasser’s had not been. Sadat hoped to liberate the people from the impact of 
the 1967 War defeat by giving more freedoms and a more Western style of politics. Freedoms to 
students were extended. He furthermore released all MB members in prison. 
 
The third stage (1975 – present) 
During the first years under President Anwar Sadat, the MB began gradually step by step to regain 
their power. The MB benefited enormously from the new freedom. In result of these new freedoms 
the Islamic Community (Islamic Jamate of Egypt) was established in every university in Egypt. 
These communities existed as a supreme Islamic youth organisation, which soon after had a lot of 
influence on the student unions. This freedom showed once again not to be everlasting. Towards the 
mid 1970s, the Islamic Jamate of Egypt was divided into two groups. The Major part officially 
joined the MB. The other group continued to call itself the Islamic Community. This divided 
happened because the MB still believed in peaceful reforms through Islamisation of the individual, 
the family and the society before the establishment of the Islamic State whereas the Islamic Jamate 
condoned the use of force and was involved in violence and. 
 
In 1979 Sadat signed the Camp David peace treaty with Israel, following a state visit to Israel. The 
Egyptian government believed that one of the major reasons opposing a normalisation of the 
relations with Israel lay in the opposition from the Islamic groups, lead by the MB. Many members 
were imprisoned, including the new Murshid, Umar al-Tilmisani. In 1981 Anwar Sadat was 
assassinated by an Egyptian military Lieutenant, Khalid Islambouli, member of the Islamic Jamate, 
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mainly as revenge for the Camp David treaty and bad governance of Egypt, most leading Egyptian 
intellectuals had been detained and imprisoned (McCarthy, A.C. 2011). Following the assassination 
of Sadat members of the Islamic Jamate were imprisoned, including Ayman Al-Zawahiri, current 
leader of the militant Islamic organisation al-Qaeda (Helbawy, K. 2010). 
 
After the assassination of Sadat in 1981, Hosni Mubarak succeeded into power until 2011. The 
MB’s relation with the government during the years of Mubarak was essentially with what they had 
been under Sadat: the Brotherhood is tolerated to a degree, but is officially illegal. The MB was not 
allowed to distribute literature or assemble in public. Their goal was still the long-term, gradualist 
attitude to the establishment of an Islamic state with popular consent, by reforming society from 
bottom up, using persuasion and other nonviolent means. Notwithstanding being banned and 
outlawed, the MB had been able to take advantage of political and social development in Egypt to 
increase their membership and influence (Wickham, C. 2012: 71). 
 
In the late 1980s, more and more of the members of Egypt’s leading professional associations were 
economically disadvantaged university graduates; their votes helped the MB candidates gain large 
majorities on the executive boards of several of these associations. These executive boards 
represented by lawyers, doctors, pharmacists, scientists and engineers defeated governmental 
secular candidates in open elections (Wickham, C. 2012: 178). Under the MB leadership, these 
professional associations established programs to help younger graduates, by offering health 
insurance, teaching filling the gaps left by the poor and short university courses and low-interest 
loans. These associations gave the MB an important platform from which they could criticise 
Egypt’s lack of free parliamentary and presidential elections, the use of torture in prisons and to call 
for the repeal of the emergency law, enacted since 1958 (Wickham, C. 2012: 179). In the 1984 and 
the 1987 elections, the MB was allowed to run some candidates for different parties. In both 
elections the party with the MB candidates received more votes that all the other opposing parties 
combined. This gives some indications towards the popularity of the MB under the presidency of 
Mubarak (Wickham, C. 2012: 90). In 1993, the government wanted to stanch the increasing 
influence of the MB. Therefore professional associations were put under immediate state control. In 
1995, more than a thousand member of the MB were arrested and convicted by military courts. The 
court’s main charge was that the members of the MB were accused of being members of an illegal 
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and banned organisation, planning to overthrow the government. Furthermore massive media 
campaigns against the MB were directed, accusing the organisation of being a terrorist group. 
 
After a period of consideration and rethinking, the MB again made comeback in recent years. In the 
2000 election the MB ran 76 parliamentary independent candidates (including a woman), and won 
17 seats. All the other opposition parties combined together won 17 seats (Wickham, C. 2012: 221). 
In recent years, the MB has called for a greater, cleaner and purer democracy in the Middle East. 
One of the leaders of the MB, told the International Crisis Group in 2004: “(...) the absence of 
democracy is one of the main reasons for the crisis here, in Egypt and the Middle East. The MB 
believes that the Western governments are one of the main reasons for the lack of democracy in the 
region because they are supporting dictatorships in the Arab and Islamic regions in general, despite 
the fact that it has been proved that the absence of democracy and freedom is the reason for 
terrorism and violence.” (Wickham, C. 2012: 222). 
 
In 2005, the MB began to participate in pro-democracy demonstrations together with the Egyptian 
Movement for Change (Kifaya movement, “enough movement”) (Abdel-Latif, O. 2005). Over 700 
Brotherhood members were arrested in May 2005 alone (Anon. 2005).  In the 2005 parliamentary 
elections, the MB’s candidates, who ran for election as independent, won 88 seats (20% of the seats 
in the parliament) (Howeidy, A. 2005). This re-energised the debate among secularists about 
whether there is cause for worry over the rise of the MB (Howeidy, A. 2005). The MB made 
constant call and participated in many demonstrations for a more democratic political system in 
Egypt. This provoked the government to make a counteroffensive against the MB. 
 
Egypt’s constitution was edited in 2007 against independents, to the difficulty if the officially 
banned Muslim Brothers, who only could ground candidates as independents. In 2008 the 
government disqualified most of the MB’s candidates in the council elections. The government also 
started a wave of arrests and military trials against the MB. This weakened the organisation once 
again (Zahid, M. 2012). 
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Chapter 2: The Arab Spring 
Egypt, Middle East and North Africa 
In the year 2011, North Africa and the Middle East were marked by demonstrations, clashes and 
upheavals. These protesters started in Tunisia, but spread among others such as Egypt, Algeria, 
Libya, Morocco, Yemen, Syria and Bahrain. The background of the revolt was a desire for 
democratisation, human rights and better living conditions in the countries, which has been marked 
by oppression and decades of dictators. The cause of the insurgency varies from country to country 
due to different historical circumstances, society and governance (Globalis, 2013). 
The Arab Spring is a term used for the numbers of demonstrations, riots and revolutions in the Arab 
world, which began with demonstrations in Tunisia, The Jasmine Revolution on the 18-12-2010. 
After that the Tunisian President Zayn al-Abidin Ben Ali was forced to resign on the 14-01-2011. 
The demonstrations in Tunisia inspired many other Arabic countries to fight for their rights. There 
have been revolutions in 2011 in Tunisia, Egypt and Libya, Yemen, Syria and uprisings in Bahrain 
as well as extensive protests in Algeria, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Kuwait, Mauritania, Morocco, Saudi 
Arabia, Western Sahara, Sudan and Palestine (Though we will not look into all these countries). 
The bloodiest conflict so far in connection with the Arab Spring has been the Libyan civil war over 
the summer and autumn of 2011 which led to the fall of Gaddafi’s regime. There is concern about 
the unrest in Syria, which until October 2011 has led to about 3000 dead, of whom the vast majority 
killed by the army and security forces could lead to a genuine civil war. The riots have by all 
accounts been spontaneous and grass-roots. Although Islamic organisations such as the MB have 
been involved, they have so far nowhere been crucial. The Arab Spring was triggered by rising food 
prices, increased unemployment and the generally inferior living conditions, all problems the sitting 
authoritarian regimes were not able to resolve which explains why they lost legitimacy with the 
people. 
 
The first protest happened in Tunisia’s capital, Tunis, in December 2010, were a fruit vendor 
(Mohamed Boazizi) set himself on fire. The Tunisian people have been living under poor conditions 
during the rule of President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali. Tunisia was suffering from high 
unemployment, corruption, food inflation and lack of political freedoms such as the freedom of 
speech (Ryan, Y. 2011). The act of Boazizi caused many people in Tunisia and the around the 
Arabic world to protest against their poor conditions which lead to multiple government 
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overthrowing. The Tunisian people paid an expensive price during the demonstrations which later 
led to a revolution, in terms of many people sacrificing their lives and getting seriously injured. Ben 
Ali had at the time been the President of Tunis for 23 years, where he after the demonstrations, he 
fled to Saudi Arabia (Davies, W. 2011). After Ben Ali fled the country, the Tunisian Muslim 
Brotherhood, (Al-Nahda Party) won the 2011 election. 
 
The demonstrations spread to Algeria and Morocco as well, and were comparative with the 
demonstrations in Egypt and Tunisia. The demonstration here began in 2011 and escalated further 
in January 2012. Even though the demonstrations in both Algeria and Morocco were not as 
extensive as the demonstrations that had taken place in the neighbouring, North African countries. 
This was among other reasons due to the fact that the military and the police forces remained loyal 
to the state, meaning that they were not a part of the insurgency.  The demonstrations in Morocco 
and Algeria did not lead to changes in the regime, but instead to political changes. In Algeria, the 
State of emergency which had been in force since 1992 was lifted. In Morocco, the authorities 
promised to reduce the King's power, and at the end of June 2011, a referendum was held, where 
the proposed changes in the Constitution were adopted. 
 
After popular uprising in the nearby countries there was also a rebellion in Libya on the 16-02-
2011. The rebellion started in eastern Libya in the Centre of the country's second-largest city, 
Benghazi and spread to other parts of the country, including the capital Tripoli (The Guardian, 
2011). Muammar Gaddafi, who had ruled the country since 1969, struck hard down on the 
revolt.  The day after the first demonstrations the internet connection was closed. This prevented the 
use of social media, which have been important to organise demonstrations. Gaddafi and his family 
made it clear that they would not let go of the power and claimed that Israel and the Western media 
were behind the unrest in the country (Globalis, 2013). Gaddafi's regime put the armed forces 
against demonstrators and the civilian population. The conflict developed into a civil war when the 
rebels began to organise armed resistance. Officers and other members of Gaddafi's regime jumped 
from and joined the rebel’s side. They participated both in the construction of a civilian leadership 
and helped the military resistance.  A National Transitional Council was established on 26-02-2011, 
and since March several countries have recognised the Transitional Council as the legitimate 
representation of the Libyan people.  A month after the demonstrations in Libya, the United Nations 
Security Council resolution started, 1973, which authorised the establishment of a no-fly zone over 
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Libya. The resolution was given the opportunity to use "all necessary means", and the United 
Nations opened up for the use of military force. The justification for a military intervention was to 
protect civilians against attacks by Gaddafi's Government.  United States had the operational 
management of the intervention of Libya, and the entire force consisted originally of France, Italy, 
Canada, United Kingdom and United States. Several countries, such as Denmark, Norway and 
Sweden, joined the force later. NATO took charge of in March 2011-fly operation. The 
international force supporting the rebels with air strikes, and Denmark with F-16s participated in 
several missions. In October 2011, Denmark had implemented a total of 597 air-to-ground missions, 
while two air-to-air missions were carried out.  The extensive fights during the civil war lasted for 
half a year in several important cities. On the 20th October 2011, the Libyan rebel forces took over 
the town of Sirte, which was the last tower that Gaddafi controlled (The Guardian, 2011). Gaddafi 
was killed in the attack, and the Libyan revolt was officially declared ended on 23-10-2011.  The 
fighting had caused severe casualties on both sides as well as extensive material damage. The 
international force was criticised for playing an active role in the civil war and the marketing of 
Gaddafi.  After a period of transitional Government, elections were held for the National Assembly 
in June 2012. It was the country's first free elections in six decades. The new Parliament will draft a 
new Constitution and serve for an interim period until new elections that are expected to be held at 
the end of 2013. 
 
The Syrian rebellion started with a protest march in the capital Damascus in March 2011, where the 
people demanded for the release of political prisoners. The demonstration was tried to be stopped, 
and several were arrested. The centre of the insurgency was in the city of Dera in the southern part 
of Syria, where there was fierce clashes between activists and security forces.  The regime tried to 
stem the tide of unrest by releasing political catchers, and President Bashar al-Assad dismissed the 
Government. In April 2011 the state of emergency, which has been there since 1963, was repealed 
by al-Assad. Assad's invitation in June to the national dialogue on reform was also not accepted as 
sufficient.  The resistance against the regime took strength, and so did the regime's power use. The 
Syrian security forces killed and wounded several protesters. According to the UN, more than 5,000 
people have been killed and thousands have fled to Turkey and Lebanon (Chulow, M. 2011). Many 
people were imprisoned. However, it is difficult for the UN to know how many exactly is killed, 
since the situation in the country is chaotic, and the figures vary greatly depending on who you 
ask.  In august 2011, it was Syrian National Council who formed with the preliminary base in 
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Istanbul in Turkey. The National Council is a rebel Coalition, which wants to replace Assad's 
regime with a democratic form of Government and free parliamentary elections. Some of the people 
who left the Syrian military formed "the free Syrian army" and lead armed struggle against the 
authorities. There were also other opposition groups in Syria and in Lebanon, both internally 
(Black, I. 2011). This means that the Syrian opposition do not speak with a single voice, which is 
very obvious reflects the fact that Syria is more complicated than, for example, Egypt composed. 
For example, Syria has several minority groups of Kurds, Christians and Druze. Many of them have 
lived relatively safely under Assad's regime, but are now worried about what will happen if anyone 
else takes power in the country. The use of violence against demonstrators has been condemned by 
many countries, and the conflict in Syria was further internationalised in November 2011, when 
Syria was suspended from the Arab League. The background was that the Syrian regime had not 
implemented the peace plan, which the League had drawn up, and which President Assad had 
joined. United Nations Security Council has repeatedly tried to adopt a resolution on the situation in 
Syria, but Russia and China put down a veto twice.  In November/December 2011 UN High 
Commissioner for human rights described the situation in Syria as being a civil war (The Guardian, 
2011). 
 
The event in Tunis inspired other people to protest and demonstrate against their governments. The 
protest in Egypt began on 25 January 2011 and lasted for 18 days (Dainotti et al. 2011). The 
Egyptian people had their very own reason to fight their government. The Egyptian government 
managed to successfully shutdown the internet of the Egyptian people, which caused the people to 
participate in the uprising. That was the first chapter in Egypt’s revolution as new controversy was 
sparked as people were divided on how the new political system should look. Freedom and Justice 
Party won the parliamentary elections and also the presidential election in 2012 and their alliance 
and ties with the secular parties were de-strengthened which led to further protests for political 
change. At the same time, the Egyptian military maintains the position as the number one most 
powerful political force, which is making sure that the old regime is still presented. Another thing 
which has been going on a downward spiral is the economy which has been going down since the 
start of the revolution. 
In Egypt the rebellion started the 25th of January 2011, when thousands of protesters marched in 
Cairo's streets in protest against Hosni Mubarak's regime. Hosni Mubarak had at that time been in 
power since 1981. This protest was later called "World Day" (Globalis, 2013). The people starting 
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marching towards the Tahrir square, where they placed camps, and inspired by the revolt in Tunisia, 
street demonstrations and protests were organised in January and February. The demonstrations in 
Egypt was primarily triggered by police brutality, a State of emergency in the country, erroneous 
laws, unemployment, a desire to raise the minimum wage, housing shortages, rising food prices, 
corruption, lack of freedom of speech and poor living standards (Dainotti et al. 2011). The main 
goal of the revolt was to overthrow Hosni Mubarak's regime. The starting points of the 
demonstrations were peaceful, but there were violent clashes between security forces and 
demonstrators. 
 
During the first 18 days of the revolt, least 846 people were killed and 6,000 wounded. A week after 
the "day of Wrath" approximately 250,000 people gathered at Tahrir square. Like Ben Ali in 
Tunisia, Mubarak began to make changes to satisfy the protesters. For example, he fired the 
Government and promised not to run for re-election. This was not satisfying for the protesters, and 
in February 2011, Mubarak was forced to resign and leave the power to the leadership of Egypt's 
military forces. Mubarak fled into exile with his family (The Guardian, 2011). Military leadership 
appointed a new Prime minister and appointed a Committee to prepare for democratic elections. 
The military Council retained power until a new President was chosen, and this has again created 
discontent and demonstrations in the country (Black, I. 2011). In Egypt the use of social media was 
equally important. The demonstrators used social media such as Facebook and Twitter to coordinate 
and disseminate information about the protests. In addition, led the use of social media for the 
international press were updated on the events in Egypt. This resulted in a great deal of press 
coverage of events in Egypt (Globalis, 2013). 
 
The Lotus Revolution (25th January 2011) 
“While no one disputes the importance of ensuring decent living standards for all citizens, 'dignity" 
and "freedom," not "bread" and "job' were the catchwords and triggers of the revolution.” (Heggy, 
T. 2011) this was the concept that was behind the beginning of the revolution in the 25th January 
2011 was the day where the upheaval and transition of the Egyptian regime began. This day was 
known for its unprecedented high number of Egyptian protesters who marched on the streets of 
Cairo and met on the Tahrir Square to demonstrate against the corruption, the power utilization and 
the poor governance related with Hosni Mubarak’s thirty years in power. (DIPD, 2011: 7) 
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The 25th January 2011 was the game changer for the Egyptian revolution. This day was the most 
serious uprising to the following riots in the nation and was held at the Tahrir Square in Cairo. The 
time up to the 25th January had been developed from protest to revolutionary movement and the 
urban middle class youth, which primarily took the lead at the protests, had been mobilised by The 
6th of April Youth Movement, “(...) which since 2008 had been a key player in organising offline 
protests directed against the Egyptian authorities in favour of respect for civil rights”, (DIPD, 2011: 
7) and the Facebook group We are All Khaled Said, “(...) which since June 2010 had been a main 
platform for publicly exposing and discussing the cases of power abuses by Egyptian authorities, 
notably by the police.” (DIPD, 2011: 7) 
 
The April 6 Youth Movement was established on March 23, 2008 and is a small group of young 
Egyptian activists. The group published a Facebook page in order to support an organised strike of 
textile workers protesting for higher wages and lower food prices. (Frontline, 2011) 
The group We are All Khaled Said was established immediately after the brutal beating death of 
Khaled Said on June 7, 2010. (Mashrabiyya, 2011) His death initiated protests against the Egyptian 
police and there was already a youth sick of the police’s actions against the citizen. Nevertheless, 
the youth established the Facebook group which purpose is to unify the Egyptians and convey the 
message internationally. 
 
This day, the 25th of January, was chosen because of its historical significance for Egypt. “The date 
of 25 January – the national holiday commemorating the Egyptian police’s resistance against the 
British colonial forces in the 1950s – had been selected a couple of weeks earlier by the 6th April 
Movement for a protest against police brutality.” (DIPD, 2011: 7) So the day was selected for a 
reason because of its emotional impact on the citizen. People who participated felt stronger than 
ever before and the feeling about changing the system and its corruption was significant. There 
were new social groups that joined the movement and made protests stronger. The day shook not 
only the Egyptian regime but also the whole world. On the basis of the protest on this national 
holiday the people had a feeling that they were consulted and gained power. 
The Tahrir Square was the place where the revolution took off and because of the Tahrir Square’s 
prominent role in the protests during the revolution Cairo has been seen as a “war zone”. It was in 
Cairo where the most extreme riots took place and where thousands of people lost their lives in the 
fight for freedom and democratisation. The people wanted better frameworks and living conditions. 
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The regime has suppressed the Egyptian citizen for years and it was time to change. The protests 
were effective and had a direct influence on Hosni Mubarak’s step down. The people were 
especially inspired of non-violent protests, even though the outcome has been violent, and generally 
the 25th January was characterised by the ‘new’ way people expressed themselves. 
 
Due to the protests, it should additionally be mentioned that Mubarak in 1982 introduced a 
permanent law that made him an authoritarian ruler. The reason why the law was implemented was 
because of the attack on Mubarak's predecessor, Anwar Sadat, committed by Khalid Islambouli and 
fundamentalists in the Egyptian army (McCarthy, A.C. 2011).  Moreover, the legislation played a 
role to the riots, since Mubarak took advantage of exerting power abuse. 
 
The organising of the protests was undoubtedly a success and this was made successfully by using 
specific tools such as Twitter and Facebook applied by the Egyptians. The message came out to the 
entire population and caused problems for the authorities and in response to this, the government 
shut down the internet and mobile phone networks, in order to make it difficult for the protesters to 
organise the demonstrations (Siddique et al. 2011). Subsequently, the Egyptian government saw it 
necessary to block Twitter and Facebook which were the social media that were used to coordinate 
movements against the regime.  
 
Based on the successful demonstrations, Hosni Mubarak tried many different things to combat the 
protests, before finally stepping down: “(...) Mubarak had on 28th January initiated a political 
negotiation process providing the protesters with concessions while keeping the system afloat.” 
(DIPD, 2011: 7-8) People reached a small milestone on the way to the final victory. Nevertheless, 
the protests continued and President Mubarak responded this time by electing a vice-president, 
which was the Chief of General Intelligence Omar Suleiman (DIPD, 2011: 8). His main task was to 
begin a positive dialogue with the protesters, so they could solve the issue in an early stage. This 
response seemed to be a success and the end of the riots. However, the protesters took it to the next 
level and finally reached the victory: Hosni Mubarak’s resignation of presidency. “Shortly after 
Mubarak stepped down, the Supreme Military Council announced that it had assumed full executive 
and legislative powers in Egypt by suspending the constitution and dissolving both of two 
legislative chambers, the People’s Assembly and the Shura Council. The Supreme Military Council 
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has since then moved forward with a political reform process consisting of several initiatives.” 
(DIPD, 2011: 8).   
 
The resignation of Hosni Mubarak was the opportunity for Mohammed Morsi from the organisation 
The Muslim Brotherhood to be elected as Egypt’s next president. Historically, The Muslim 
Brotherhood has always been popular, due to the charitable activities, despite the fact that they have 
been banned many times in history. Additionally, “The revolution showed the whole world that 
although there can be no denying the existence and influence of the Muslim Brotherhood, the 
regime had deliberately exaggerated its weight to frighten the world into believing Mubarak was the 
only alternative to a takeover by political Islam.” (Heggy, T. 2011). 
 
The revolution was expected to take place because of the citizen’s dissatisfaction with the regime. 
Traditionally, it is the older generation that is in the front line when protests are taking place. It is a 
new trend that youth with the help of the social media arrange demonstrations. This is the reason 
why the revolution opposed the expectations. Moreover, the youth’s knowledge of technology has 
been useable in this context. Globalisation has played an essential role since the youth have gained 
a better view of their conditions. The youth have been inspired by looking at mainly Western 
countries that focus on citizenship and on the role of government. “Most of the members of the 
computer generation have a better understanding of the rights of citizens than previous generations. 
At the same time, they know that governments are there to serve, not to rule; and they can clearly 
see the difference between governments that serve in advanced countries and those that rule in 
countries like Egypt.” (Heggy, T. 2011). 
 
The Egyptian protests as perceived by the Western media are different from reality. It is difficult to 
understand the situation without being there physically or to know someone who is experiencing the 
revolt. The news we get are often manipulated in a specific political point of view due to the 
newspapers’ political standpoint. However, according to Mashrabiyya, the media often compare the 
Egyptian situation to the Western countries and how it will affect them instead of giving a coherent 
overview of the situation in Egypt. The way the Western media presents the news creates fear 
among the Western population (Mashrabiyya, 2011).   
This part of the project shows how the Egyptian population could mobilise the protests in a new 
way with a new generation and how globalisation had an impact on this revolution. The other 
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countries, which were implicit in the Arab Spring, played an important role before the Egyptians 
rose up together against the regime. It provided a reinforcing effect that other Arab nations rose op. 
Moreover, it is important to outline that the situation in Egypt has been presented in a way that is 
beneficial for the western media. One of the important factors to this issue is the media’s stories 
have to be seen as a product that attract the viewers.    
 
Analysis of Zainab Abul-Magd’s report  
In order to understand the report Occupying Tahrir Square: The Myths and the Realities of the 
Egyptian Revolution (Written by Zeinab Abul-Magd), one must first ask what the point of this 
report is, and who the author is. Zeinab Abul-Magd is a professor of Middle East history at Oberlin 
College, in Oberlin, Ohio, United States (Egypt Independent). She has a MA in political science and 
used to study at the American University in Cairo, Egypt. In her report, she explains whether or not 
the Egyptian revolution was a peaceful revolution. 
 
In her report, she tries to show the readers that the Egyptian people were planning to protest in a 
peaceful way and keep it that way. She is also trying to clear the doubt about some of the myths that 
has been going on. Abul-Magd had seen a picture about the occupation in The US magazine how 
the middle-class youth were protesting “They sat next to their laptops or held their cell phones – 
both used during the occupation of Tahrir to allow for access to Facebook and Twitter, supposedly 
in order to make a “peaceful” revolution.” (Abul-Magd, Z. 2012: 1). The people of Egypt were 
using the social media to encourage their fellow countrymen to stand up and support the 
demonstrations. Besides from this, Abul-Magd claims that the people who were tweeting about 
Tahrir Square were not the people who were actually present at the event. 
 
“Those who tweeted about Tahrir were not the ones who occupied it.” (Abul-Magd, Z. 2012: 1). 
Here she is trying to correct one of those myths that has been going on about who were 
demonstrating and who were tweeting. Tahrir Square was occupied in 18 days, from January 25 to 
February 11, 2011. The reason why the people had occupied Tahrir was in order to take down 
Mubarak’s regime. During these 2 and a half week, the police force and the protester encountered 
multiple bloody episodes. The words were spread out quickly on Facebook on the 25th of January 
where the people encouraged each other to dispose their countries president, by using the Tunisian 
revolution as their model. 
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“Of the hundreds of thousands who gathered in Tahrir on the first day, most were either young or 
intellectuals or older political activists. After facing a high degree of police brutality, the protesters 
were able to claim some victory over the security force, and they decided to return three days later 
on the “Friday of rage”.” (Abul-Magd, Z. 2012: 1-2) Even on the first day of protesting, the 
Egyptian government fought back, duo to the overthrown regimes in neighbouring countries. 
Mubarak feared that the same would happen to him, for that reason he tried to end the 
demonstrations at an early level. On Friday the 28th January, also known as, Friday of Rage more 
people had gathered at Tahrir Square and they encountered serious police brutality. Tahrir Square 
was not the only place where violent episodes took place on the Friday of Rage. According to the 
report by Abul-Magd, protesters, in the port city of Suez, also encountered violent police brutality 
but the protesters managed to win due to the high number of protesters. In Cairo, most of the police 
stations were burned by the protesters. “We will not leave; he should leave.” was their main slogan. 
(Abul-Magd, Z. 2012: 2). 
 
“During the occupation, Tahrir was divided into a few areas: the central area, where all the tents of 
the occupiers were erected; the checkpoints at the six entrances to the square; and the front lines of 
fighting next to the Egyptian museum. People of all age groups and all social backgrounds and 
corners from the countryside and the south of the country joined the occupiers. Street vendors 
served cheap meals and hot tea to keep protesters warm during the cold weather. Stages were set up 
in central area for announcements, short speeches, and nighttime concerts of revolutionary songs.” 
(Abul-Magd, Z. 2012: 2). 
 
The section above shows us that the protesters were organized. They had specific areas for specific 
things during the occupation. It also shows us that the number of protesters kept increasing. Even 
the people, who were not taking an active part of the revolution, did what they could to help the 
protesters, such as the vendors selling their supplies cheaper for the protesters. They even had a 
stage set up so that speeches could be held and songs were sung. Singing revolutionary songs were 
not just a way to make time pass, it was meant to keep the spirit of the protesters high and make 
them remember that there is a light at the end of the tunnel, a better future. 
Even though the protesters were bigger in number than the police, they still had a disadvantage. The 
police would be using guns and snipers to shoot at the protesters, meanwhile the protesters had 
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more primitive weapons, like the Molotov cocktail and rocks. A Molotov cocktail is a flask filed 
with flammable liquid, at the top of the flask a burning piece of cloth would be placed. Once the 
flask is thrown and the liquid inside comes in contact with the fire it will cause a small explosion. 
The people who were injured were too afraid to use the public hospitals. 
 
Tahrir square was surrounded by public ambulances ready to take the injured people to the hospital. 
The protesters feared that it might have been a trap set up by the state. According to the report, the 
people who were in the front line were young Egyptians. “Some were members of organized groups 
(“ultras”) of underprivileged football fans, youth from Egypt, and youth of the Muslim Brothers.” 
(Abul-Magd, Z. 2012: 2). Being “Ultra” means to beyond what is usual or ordinary. An example of 
being ultra is; an extremist, as in religion, fashion or politics (Definition.net). 
 
By looking at these statements claimed by Abul-Magd, we can tell that the occupation of Tahrir 
Square was neither peaceful nor was it occupied by a middle-class youth. The Egyptian revolution 
was described as the “Lotus Revolution” in the western media. In her report, Abul-Magd mentions a 
member of the April 6th Youth Movement made a trip to Belgrade, Serbia. The purpose of his visit 
to Belgrade was to visit the Center for Applied Nonviolent and Strategies, which is run by Otpor! 
Otpor! which is the Serbian word for; resistance, was a civil youth movement that existed between 
1998 and 2003 in Serbia (later on the got a federal unit within FR Yugoslavia), make use of 
nonviolent resist against the regime of Slobodan Milošević as their way of action. “In the course of 
two-year nonviolent resist against Milosevic, Otpor spread fast across Serbia and attracted more 
than 70,000 supporters.” (Nikolayenko, O. 2009). 
 
Their greatest achievement was the successful attempt to overthrow Slobodan Milošević on the 5th 
October 2000. “The young activists of Otpor! took to the streets after Milošević won another 
presidential election, yet they led peaceful protests that avoided violence against the state’s crushing 
security apparatus. The uprising succeeded, and Milošević was put on trial five months later.” 
(Abul-Magd, Z. 2012: 4). 
 
The Serbian revolution is also described as a “New Revolution” in the report. “Older revolutions, 
such as the French, Russian, Chinese, Cuban and even the 1952 Egyptian revolutions, wielded 
weapons as well as radical ideologies, mostly fought against Western capitalist hegemony, and 
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reserved old power and property structures in favour of the lower classes. The new revolutions, 
such as bulldozer, rose and orange revolutions of Serbia, Georgia and Ukraine, respectively are non 
violent and reverse the doings of Communist or post-communist regimes to welcome the return of 
western capitalism.” (Abul-Magd, Z. 2012: 3). 
 
So according to Abul-Magd’s report, the difference between a “new revolution” and an “old 
revolution” is whether or not weapons are being used, and a change in their ideology. But the 
people of Serbia were protesting without proper training. “Reportedly, Otpor!’s leaders received 
millions of dollars from US organisations such as National Endowment for Democracy and USAID. 
Moreover, they received US training that involved reading a Serbian translation of Gene Sharp’s 
From Dictatorship to Democracy (1993), in which the author lists detailed tactics for peaceful 
protest.” (Abul-Magd, Z. 2012: 4). This shows that some American organisations had an interest in 
the fall of Milošević. 
 
After the end of the Cold War, it was discovered that people who participated in the revolts in 
Eastern Europe where trained and funded by US organisations. The point of this was to ensure a 
smooth transition from socialism to capitalism. “More important, the “democratically elected” 
governments that took charge after the revolutions adopted a US-modelled neoliberal economy, 
which gave birth to business tycoons, corruption, and ever-increasing social disparities.” (Abul-
Magd, Z. 2012: 3-4). It could be that Abul-Magd fears that this will happen to Egypt as well. The 
United States of America has a known habit to stay in whatever country they have been fighting, 
even though the war is over, to ensure that the country will have a democratic rule. 
 
“Sharp, a professor of Political science at the University of Massachusetts, asserts that he advocates 
peaceful protests not in order to adopt pacifist, antiwar principles but because it is hopeless to fight 
dictators with weapons, in which they will inevitably have the upper hand: instead, dictators can be 
fought by undermining their base of popular support.“ (Abul-Magd, Z. 2012: 4). It says in the report 
that he believes in overthrowing dictators, but only in a non-violent way. But Sharp can only 
encourage the people to behave in a non-violent way. It is up to the people whether or not they will 
have a violent/non-violent revolution. Then there is the dictator’s force. Even if the people protest 
in a non-violent way, they can still experience brutality from the police or military. 
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“Sharp speculates that the citizenry will gradually withdraw its sympathy from manipulative leaders 
when they are seen constantly attacking unarmed young protesters.” (Abul-Magd, Z. 2012: 4). If the 
dictator is using violence against a non-violent protest, the dictator will lose many supports, or the 
protesters will gain many supports. So it appears to be a lose/lose situation for the dictator. But if 
the dictator strikes with a force hard enough to scare the protesters and the people, they may not 
gain many new supports. Even though Otpor! managed to overthrow their country’s dictator, the 
people did not have enough faith in them to let them be their new ruler. According to the report the 
Otpor! only gained 1.6% of the votes in the 2003 parliamentary election. “In 2005, it created 
CANVAS, a center to train other youth movements across the world in nonviolent uprisings.” 
(Abul-Magd, Z. 2012: 4). 
 
CANVAS then proceeded to obtain funds from US organisations, such as the Freedom House. 
Freedom House is a U.S.-based non-governmental organisation (NGO) that conducts research and 
advocacy on democracy, political freedom, and human rights (Freedom House). 
 
During those 18 days where Tahrir Square was occupied, there have been a lot of violent actions in 
Egypt. This questions the statement that claims that the Egyptian revolution was a peaceful 
revolution. While Tahrir Square was being occupied, Abul-Magd was in the state, Washington, DC, 
and writes in her report that the occupation was shown as a peaceful part of the Egyptian revolution. 
By looking at the events that had happened during those 18 days, we can tell that the Egyptian 
revolution was not a peaceful revolution. There have been bloody street fights and sometimes there 
was a guerrilla war between the protesters and the police. Many police stations were burned down 
by the protestors and the state security building in the city of Ismailia was also burned to the 
ground. “In fact, if this revolution was merely peaceful and clean as the neoconservatives of 
Washington, DC, would prefer it to be, it would not have succeeded.” (Abul-Magd, Z. 2012: 7).  
 
 
Chapter 3: The Freedom and Justice Party 
The founding of the FJP 
In the aftermath of the Egyptian revolution 2011, the Muslim Brotherhood announced their 
intention to form the Freedom and Justice Party (FJP). The 6th of June 2011, the party gained 
official status, and it was announced that the new major party, was intended to get the majority of 
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votes in the upcoming parliamentary election. Although FJP is declared an independent political 
party the Muslim Brotherhood, appointed Mohammed Morsi as the president, Essam el-Erian and 
Saad el-Katatni was appointed as vice-president and secretary general. All three men are former 
members of Maktab al-Irshad (The Guidance Office), which is the highest level of the Muslim 
Brotherhood (Freedom and Justice Party, 2012). 
 
The FJP stated that they would not choose a candidate to run for the Egyptian presidential election 
in 2012, but quickly changed opinion and chose Khairat al-Shater as their candidate. Al-Shater was 
a leading member of the Muslim Brotherhood, and quit his membership, so he could run for the 
presidential post. The reason why he had to quit the Muslim Brotherhood is that the Muslim 
Brotherhood, like FJP stated, they would not run for the presidential post, and did not want to break 
that statement, because it would go against their former policies. Khairat al-Shater was disqualified 
from the presidential race, by the Egyptian Supreme Council of the Armed Forces, stating a 
candidate had to be released from prison in 6 years, before he could become a candidate for the 
elections. In 2007 al-Shater was convicted and charged for providing university students with arms 
and military training, violated these rules, and therefore the Muslim Brotherhood had to find FJP a 
new candidate. FJP hereafter named former Maktab al-Irshad Mohammed Morsi as their new 
presidential candidate (Hendawy, H. 2012). 
 
Morsi had a long political career behind him. He was first elected to parliament in 2000, where he 
served as an independent candidate, because the Muslim Brotherhood was not allowed to run 
candidate under President Mubarak. He served as a Member of Parliament to 2005, and after he 
became member of Maktab al-Irshad. Morsi have made many controversial comments about Israel 
and the 9/11 attacks on the US, meaning that a huge scientific conference should be held, to answer 
all the questions, and determine what really made the twin towers collapse (Shama, N.). With Morsi 
as candidate the party was expected to win the majority of seats in the 2011 Parliamentary Election, 
as it was clear that no other party had the same support as the Muslim Brotherhood. In addition the 
Muslim Brotherhood kept working with independent candidates, as they did under Mubarak’s 
regime (BBC News, 2012). Winning the Parliamentary Election, FJP had high hopes entering the 
presidential election. On the 24th June 2012 Morsi was named winner of the presidential election, 
after winning the election with 52 percent of the votes, against Mubarak’s last prime minister, 
Ahmed Shafik (Look at appendix 4). 
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Morsi was sworn in as the fifth official president of Egypt, and the first freely democratically 
elected president in the country. FJP also became the biggest party in the government, getting 
important ministry seats including the ministry of higher education, and the ministry of manpower 
and immigration. The Morsi presidency only lasted for about a year though. After several 
demonstrations held over all of Egypt, both for and against Morsi, the Egyptian army under order 
from General Abdul Fatah al-Sisi overthrew the FJP led government. The army imprisoned Morsi 
and several leading members of the Muslim Brotherhood, suspended the constitution and closed 
down several TV stations. Even though the Morsi government was overthrown by the army, several 
western presidents didn’t call it a military coup. President of USA Barack Obama stated, that some 
world leaders only advocate for democracy when out of power (Kingsley, P. 2013): “(...) who 
advocate for democracy only when they are out of power; once in power, they are ruthless in 
suppressing the rights of others…you must respect the rights of minorities, and participate with a 
spirit of tolerance and compromise; you must place the interests of your people and the legitimate 
workings of the political process above your party. Without these ingredients, elections alone do not 
make true democracy.” (Fisk, R. 2013). 
 
The political program 
In present time Morsi is still imprisoned, and the demonstrations in Egypt continues in favour of the 
democratic elected president, but also in favour of keeping the Muslim Brotherhood imprisoned 
behind bars. To understand FJP as a political party, you have to study their political program. The 
Muslim Brotherhood is known for their Islamic view on politics, but still won the election with a 
majority of votes. It is important to state that FJP quickly distanced themselves from the Salafi 
groups, because the Salafi groups meant that FJP changed too much of their political program, to 
gain power. In their political program for the election FJP stated that they were confident that, the 
Egyptian people together could rebuild a safer Egypt. They promised that Egypt will be stronger, 
and they promised freedom for the Egyptian people. They would rebuild the countries status and 
Egypt would again be a worldwide leader. They would develop the Egyptian resources and rebuild 
their economy. In the political program they left a whole section, to explain the conditions the 
country was left in after Mubarak’s regime. In this section they called the Mubarak era, a corrupt 
system in economic, cultural, political, social, cultural and scientific aspects. They also claimed that 
2.000 businessmen owned 24 % of Egypt’s national income, meaning that they together owned 
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approximately 200 billion Egyptian pounds. Appealing to the poorer people the political program 
stated: “More than 20 % of the Egyptian people according to the most optimistic statistics lived 
under the poverty line.” (Freedom and Justice Party, 2011: 3). Mubarak left the Egyptian people in 
a bad condition not only economically but also health wise. FJP mentioned the most common 
diseases in Egypt like hepatitis, diabetes and cancer. 16 % of Egypt’s younger people were drug 
addicts, inter alia because the universities low level of educating the students. After reviewing the 
countries state under Mubarak, they continued to their own political program. The program is 
divided into five parts called: 
 Part 1: Urgent issues 
 Part 2: Freedom and political reform 
 Part 3: Social Justice 
 Part 4: integrated development 
 Part 5: Regional leadership 
Here is a short summary of all 5 parts. 
 
Part 1: 
First they want to reform the security system. They want to classify all current officers of any rank. 
This will be done by exclude all officers convicted for serious felonies like murder, second transfer 
all officers convicted for less serious felonies, to other areas, and last recall all qualified officers 
who were thrown out of service, for unfair reasons. They also want to educate the officer students, 
in a way that they know how to deal with the members of the community (Freedom and Justice 
Party, 2011: 6-7). Second they want to restore the Egyptian army. As a solution FJP suggests that 
they amend oil export agreements, modify the law of protection of competition, and prevent 
monopolistic activities by increasing the penalties (Freedom and Justice Party, 2011: 8). 
Third and last, the urgent issue FJP addresses is their fight against corruption. They want the 
punishment to be much harder, and establish an independent and strong judiciary. 
 
Part 2: 
They promise a freedom and political reform. They state that their political program is based on 
following concepts and principles: 
Liberty and equality 
Judiciary independence 
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Free and fair elections 
Responsibility and the chance to question authority 
Local government 
Maintenance of national unity 
The vital role of individuals and civil society 
 
Part 3: 
First they want to address the high cost of living, and making it easier for the poorer people to live, 
by decreasing prices, and this way fight poverty. They will set up a real database of poverty in 
Egypt, amend the tax law, and activating the Zakat, which is one of the 5 pillars of Islam, where 
richer people, give some of their wages, to the poorer people (IslamiCity, 1995-2013). 
The unemployment in Egypt ranges between 9 and 12 %, and FJP wants to address this problem. 
Last they want better working conditions for farmers and other workers, and the lives of street 
children, disabled people, and the elderly. 
 
Part 4: 
To integrate the development they put weight on four elements: 
Human development 
Economic development 
Urban development 
Productivity development 
 
 
 
Part 5: 
They want Egypt to regain their vital role. They want Egypt to play a vital part in the Arab League. 
They also want to play a role in supporting other Arab countries in the revolutions taking place, and 
helping them to freedom. FJP wants to affirm the right of the Palestinian people, and their right to 
liberate their land from the Israelis. They also want to strengthen the role Egypt plays in Africa, and 
wants to boost the trade between African countries. At last they wanted to play an active role in 
solving conflicts between African countries and making Africa a more peaceful place to live. At the 
level of Islamic countries they want to create Group of Eight Developing Islamic Countries (D-8) 
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consisting Turkey, Iran, Malaysia, Pakistan, Nigeria, Indonesia, etc. (Freedom and Justice Party, 
2011: 37). At last they also want to improve the relations with the United States and other world 
organisations. 
 
The supporters of the FJP 
In most Arabic countries, particularly in Egypt, the Muslim Brotherhood was well known as an 
oppositional movement which was against the Hosni Mubarak regime and his policies. After the 
end of the Arab Spring 2011 which resulted in the people overthrowing Hosni Mubarak and his 
administration. The MB rose as a political organisation by organizing the freedom justice party, 
which won almost half of the lower house of the parliament in the January 2012 election in Egypt. 
So now the question arises that how an organisation which has a history of being banned won the 
2012 election of Egypt, who voted for them and why? The organisation built a strong social 
presence in the period of authoritarianism and gained its support through it various social services 
activities. From many years the organisation carried out a series of charitable activities in the sector 
of education and public health. These social services and charitable activities which are carried out 
by the MB allowed them to show its ideological commitment for eradicating poverty, social 
inequality and increasing social responsibility. Due to its exceptional and outstanding organisational 
skills and the loyalty of its members for their supreme leader this organisation rose and got huge 
support from the people during the 2012 election. Many of them who voted for the FJP were not 
ideologically in sync with the party, but due to aid provided by the organisation they were willing to 
support it politically, plus the excellent organisation skills and infrastructure of the organisation, 
these people were more likely to come out and vote (Disler, 2013). 
 
This organisation remained remarkably resilient to ideological change, organisationally it is more 
rigid, but ideologically more flexible than other Islamic organisations. The organisation is more 
disciplined and inclined toward compromise. With its strong internal infrastructure of organisation 
it allows enough space for a wide variety of views, from conservatives to reformers, political 
rationalists, and religious fundamentalists. The diversity in viewpoints has stimulated various 
conflicts within the organisation. Younger members of the MB were more open, flexible and were 
more amenable to reform while the elders were more conservative and were more hesitant to 
abandon their strong Islamic beliefs and fundamentals. Despite of these conflicts being present 
among the party member, the party became increasingly pragmatic and moderate (Disler, 2013). 
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The organisation has attained political power and political entity, and the strategy of promulgating 
religious agenda was not the simple agenda or strategy for the organisation to win the vote bank 
because competing with other liberal democratic parties had pushed the organisation towards a 
moderate direction, and at the same time the organisation still pressured towards conservatism from 
within. The religious promulgating was a way to advance the political agenda for the MB and the 
Salafists (Al Nour party) which finished second to Muslim brotherhood in the 2012 elections. 
Freedom justice party of the MB and the Al Nour party of Salafists both are adherent to the 
fundamentals of Islam and both are religious parties which show that religion still played a vital role 
to gain votes in Egypt, and that the MB and the FJP felt pressurized to use such rhetoric and 
policies in their political battles (Disler, 2013). According to Gallup survey the Freedom and Justice 
Party, of the Muslim Brotherhood, found support among 50% of Egyptians in December 2011 
(Hellyer, 2012). Thirty-one percent support for the Al-Nour Party which is the official party of 
Salafi (Look at Appendix 1). 
The MB is an organisation that is perceived as a supporter of reforms and is committed to 
capitalism. Despite of being an oppositional organisation to the regime the MB never opposed the 
economic policies of the Mubarak regime over the last 3 decades. The organisation was against and 
was condemning some of the excesses—for example, Mubarak’s privatization programs that 
disadvantaged millions of people. The MB has never on principle been against privatization and 
they believe more strongly in free market policies, but they did criticize some of the most flagrant 
portions of Mubarak’s economic policies in order to continue to connect with their own base (Ali, 
2012). 
Many people considered The MB as the new ruling class and political wing of the military council 
because post February 11th 2011 there were many protests and demonstrations at the Tahrir Square 
against military council, but Muslim brotherhood boycotted 90% of these demonstrations and 
openly told its supporters to stay out of the Tahrir Square (Ali, 2012). But still millions of people 
voted for the FJP and supported the MB. There were two types of voters who supported the MB. 
There were some people who voted for the party on an ideological basis, who wanted to see it as a 
party that would push the values of Islam forward, but there were also many people who voted for 
the MB because they believe it would bring about social justice (Ali, 2012). 
Some people supported the MB as an oppositional organisation which was against Hosni Mubarak 
for a long time and it was repressed by Hosni Mubarak and many of its leaders. Many members 
were tortured and imprisoned. People were looking to them as fighters and revolutionaries and saw 
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the leaders of the MB as Islamists, so they were perceived as not being as corrupt as Mubarak and 
because they were repressed by Mubarak and kept out of the power, they do not have any 
involvement in the corruption and exploitation of the regime (Ali, 2012). Many of those who voted 
for FJP and other Islamist believed that these parties would fight poverty and would eradicate 
poverty through redistribution of the wealth. The people were expecting that the MB would 
improve education and health care, and would go after all the corrupt businessmen who destroyed 
this country. A lot of people voted for the MB because they wanted to give them a chance to deliver 
what they were expecting, and if they did not, they would come back to the streets to demonstrate 
and fight for the demands of the revolution (Ali, 2012). 
So the vote for the MB was not a reactionary vote. Most of the MB’s voters supported the 
revolution, but they had not yet reached the consciousness of the younger generation that has 
radicalized over the course of the year, and they understood that going through the parliamentary 
process would not fulfil their social and economic interests. This is very important. There is not a 
simple split between a reactionary part of the population that follows the MB and those who 
supported the revolution against the Brotherhood (Ali, 2012). The revolution and protests of 2011 
were made in big cities, mostly by secular people. However, most Egyptian voters live in rural areas 
that are devout and deeply conservative, so in the first free election Islamic parties did a clean 
sweep and got three-quarters of the votes (Dyer, 2012). 
Rural inhabitants constitute a large fraction of the Egyptian voters and majority of these inhabitants 
of rural areas are uneducated and poor. For many Egyptian the election was a confusing process, 
because the process was partially clear to many only few days before the voting day and they had 
limited time to decide and choose their candidates so they were confused about whom they should 
vote and who would be helping them in their short and long term rights from which they were 
deprived over 4 decades. And because programs were hardly discussed in the rural areas, rural 
dwellers were choosing between candidates as individuals. When people in the village tried to 
decide whom to support, they basically saw two parties, the brotherhood and the Salafists. In the 
parliamentary elections of 2011-12 in Egypt, the MB got 42% and Al Nour party of Salafi got 
24.2% votes. In the rural areas of Egypt for both Muslim brotherhood and Salafists organisation the 
political affiliations are discuss in reference to the Islamic movements not as political parties such 
as Freedom justice party and Al Nour party (Ahmad, 2012).  
According to the Gallup's surveys  the  levels of antipathy toward these parties remains substantial - 
more than 4 out of 10 Egyptians do not support the FJP which is 42 %, and a clear majority (58%) 
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do not support the Nour Party (Hellyer, 2012) (Look at appendix 2). The social classes matters a lot 
in the rural areas of Egypt. Members of the MB were well educated and holding strong professional 
positions in village level bureaucracies. They are working as teachers, engineers, lawyers and most 
of its members are the personnel of the most funded NGO’s and they had connections with officials 
and its leaders, who often used their positions, particularly in NGO’s to promote their party’s by 
helping poor people of the village into long-term charity and debt relations from paying monthly 
stipends for orphan children, providing funds for kidney dialysis operations to distribution of 
money and good for ad-hoc lists that they prepare once they get orders from leaders in Cairo. Even 
these services seem necessary in the absence of a state-service provider, but many rural dwellers 
who receive support from the NGO see this relationship of indebtedness to the NGO as unhealthy. 
Some villager believed that if the Muslim brotherhood would come to power, they would play both 
the role of mediators and the administrator (Ahmad, 2012). 
Beside the NGO, the MB’s leaders in the rural areas often solved the problems of the people, which 
the state failed to solve through utilizing their resources available through the web of the MB 
followers in the village and elsewhere. Like introducing tap water to the village’s preparatory 
school, and have provided tuitions and after school lessons to students who failed in learning to read 
and write, even after being enrolled in school for several years. 
 
Coming up with solutions for the problems count as a plus for party leaders, but still many of the 
researchers became aware that the country is resourceful, so what they were aiming for, was a fair 
distribution of those resources, rather than unsustainable solutions offered by leaders of the MB 
(Ahmad, 2012). In September 2011, 31% of Egyptian people were undecided about the Freedom 
and Justice Party, and 36% were unsure about the Al Nour Party. In December, when voting began, 
these numbers dropped to 9% and 11%, respectively. Large majorities of Egyptians intended to 
vote, likely encouraged by their belief that the elections would be fair and honest (Hellyer, 2012) 
(Look at appendix 3). 
The Muslim brotherhood gained its support by its long rang charitable work from rural areas to 
suburbs throughout Egypt targeting poor neighbourhoods, where the government provided them 
with medical facilities, which were generally short-staffed and expensive. The organisation also ran 
a number of care centers for poor widows and orphans as well as they carried out training programs 
for the unemployed. For years, the political elites of Egypt who proclaimed themselves secular, 
created a system based on class; the patron-client relationship. The corruption and the lack of 
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governance and bad way of governing striped away the benefits of the working and lower middle 
class. The failure to deliver the basics of the service would encourage the have-nots to blame the 
socio-political system, and at the same time indoctrinate (Nasir, 2013). 
 
Like any other mature organisations the MB has gone also through gradual evolution, constantly 
adapting to change circumstances and situations. They achieved and transformed their positioning 
through a priority based approach. Their priority and target is the class of the society that is least 
privileged. In the years after, this very approach helped them be different from the socio-political 
elites, who were highly represented by the left orientated army from the days of Gamal Abdel 
Nasser. To begin with, several members from the MB began to concern themselves with the socio-
economic problems and interest that the working class communities had. After that they would 
approach the people of the middle-class which throughout history has been known as the backbone 
of the nation. In the last decade, a prominent number of business rose to obtain high senior working 
positions in the Bureau of Guidance and the Shura Council (Nasir, 2013). 
 
Several members of these organisational bodies and as well as their business partners have had a 
strong impact on the MB’s decision making process through their formal and informal roles and 
some of them operated links between the MB and Mubarak’s associates. After the revolution the 
brotherhood assured the support of business community and the brotherhood businessmen worked 
as a link between the president and the business community. This strong support from the political 
elites protected the organisation, so that it could enjoy financial freedom, and this strong support 
also emphasised entrepreneurship to the religious minded, something that particularly encouraged 
the younger followers who previously were lacking these economic opportunities, which were only 
enjoyed by the business, political and military elite during the Mubarak era (Nasir, 2013). 
 
Their biggest achievement came in the Egyptian parliamentary elections, with a major victory in 
2012; 47.2% of the vote and 235 seats out of 498 (Nasir, 2013). While Egyptians inside Egypt were 
split in their vote in their recent election, western Egyptians were overwhelmingly in support of the 
Islamist candidate. Indeed, many Egyptian in America who have dual citizenship and were living in 
America voted at Egyptian consulates throughout the United States. According to Al Arabiya TV 
and Egyptian national TV, 75% of Egyptian immigrants voted for the FJP in both the primary 
election and in the final election (Darwish, 2012). 
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After the outcome of the first round of voting of 2012, some immediately argued that there was the 
hand of Qatar and Saudi Arabia in the success of Islamist parties. News had been published that 
donations were sent for the organisation for Islamic preaching and accusations have been made that 
some of this money might have been used in political campaigns, but there has been no serious 
evidence that Gulf money flowed into the Islamists’ political campaign (Tadros, 2012). Some 
people argued that the election were held too earlier and that the MB took advantage of this 
scenario because it is an old organisation with a long history which has been around for more than 
eight decades, so it was better positioned than the newly established parties to compete (Tadros, 
2012). There were also conspiracy theories created mainly by some Egyptian non-Islamists, who, 
unable to defend their failure, were accusing that the military was secretly backing the Islamists. 
These conspiracy theorists accused the ruling military council of backing the group to scare the 
West while some accused that election were rigged in favour of the Salafists to weaken the MB. 
The elections were chaotic and disorganized; no convincing evidence was ever cited to prove that 
this hectic electoral atmosphere favoured one particular party over the others (Tadros, 2012). 
 
Another argumentation by the non-Islamist elite was that Egyptians illiterate and uneducated people 
were led like sheep by Islamists, but these elite have always complained about its fate of having to 
live in the same country as those ignorant Egyptians and the elitism of these elite reflects poorly on 
their idea of democracy (Tadros, 2012). The final explanation offered by the Egyptian non-Islamists 
for their failure was several competing parties system. There were several competing parties and 
due to this reason the votes had been spread among all of these parties. But the reality is not that, 
because Egypt’s electoral system actually benefits smaller parties (Tadros, 2012). 
 
But these explanations and conspiracies have little to do with the real reasons for the Islamists’ 
victory. One of the most important reasons of Islamic parties’ victory was the electoral system 
under which the elections held. Egypt was divided into 222 electoral districts under the Hosni 
Mubarak, each electing two candidates. It was a system that was favouring the local families in the 
small districts who were the backbone of the authoritarian NDP which was originally founded by 
Anwar Sadat and since then exercising uncontested power in state elections. NDP as a non- 
ideological party simply supported local candidates with a strong patron-client relationship in the 
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various districts as their members. So even with the party official candidate lost a seat; this outcome 
simply opened the door for the winners to join (Tadros 2012). 
 
It was the non-Islamists who insisted on changing the electoral system. They wanted a new electoral 
system based on party lists to minimize the chances of continued domination by the local families. 
In the end the ruling military council attempted to conciliate with every party and chose a mixed 
system whereby two-thirds of the seats are chosen through party lists and one-third in individual 
districts which meant that the former three districts were now combined into one for reducing the 
influence of local families and by doing this to force them to compete against each other outside 
their strongholds. So in the result of that some local families decided not to compete in the election, 
while others fought each other just because they knew that with this system only the top names of a 
party list would actually win and they could not agree on a unified list. So that confusion favoured 
the Islamist parties (Tadros, 2012). The significant aspect of the new system was that it required 
Egyptians to vote for two individual candidates as well as a party list. Those voters who voted for 
the Islamists on the individual seats were their actual supporters. Outside of the cities in rural areas 
most people were going to vote for a local candidate whom they knew and that had provided 
services to them along this they were forced to choose a party list alongside their local candidate. 
They chose the Islamist (Tadros, 2012). 
 
Another vital factor which contributed a lot in the victory of Islamists parties was the quality of the 
candidates they offered. The Muslim Brotherhood offered its most powerful candidates on the 
individual seats. It also put a leader from the Muslim Brotherhood on top of every party list. The 
rest of each list was composed of comparatively unknown. Another plus point was their 
calculations, which were proved correct, based on the reserving of the strong candidates who had 
local support in the districts for individual seats where name recognition and services matter and 
strengthen the appeal of list with famous figures. The results of this strategy were positive. Out of 
66 individual seats the MB won 108 and the Salafists were on 2nd place with 33, 11 seats were won 
by the non-Islamists parties while the remaining 14 were won by the NDP members (Tadros, 2012). 
Those parties which were competing against the MB and the Salafists were neither secular nor 
liberal and they had nothing in common and had no ideology. They were lacking the ability to offer 
the Egyptian people any clear alternative to the Islamists. Those parties were a combination of 
Christians, Arab nationalists, the business-oriented middle class, the leftist, socialists, and human 
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rights activists (Tadros, 2012). The non-Islamists parties viewed the Islamists in a negative way. 
For them, the Salafists preachers were nothing more than people still living in the sixth century. 
Since the Islamist argument did not make sense to them, they expected it would not make sense to 
the average Egyptian either. The non-Islamist ignored that Islamism not only offers a coherent 
worldview presenting its followers an explanation of the past, present and future, but also of the 
world itself (Tadros, 2012). Hence, it means that the Islamists claims that Islam is the only religion 
in the world that is true.  
 
The difference between the Islamists and non-Islamist parties were their organised electoral 
campaign. The non-Islamists electoral campaign, were unlike the Islamists’, disorganized. The 
Islamists announced their candidates’ names early, mobilised their supporters and reached out to 
voters well before the elections. On the other hand non-Islamist voters were still trying to discover 
who the Egyptian Bloc’s candidates for the individual seats were the day before the election. The 
general assumption seemed to be that you can motivate voters and win an election campaign by 
bombarding television audiences with advertisements. Moreover, the qualities of the candidates 
chosen by non-Islamist parties were weak. Candidates who had little support in their districts were 
put at the top of the lists, solely due to their connections inside the party leadership. 
Few efforts were carried out by non-Islamist to recruit strong local candidates who might have 
increased the non-Islamists’ appeal, without fearing that such people might be viewed as remnants 
of the Mubarak regime (Tadros, 2012). 
 
Chapter 4: Globalisation and social media 
The eight key concepts 
When developing the resurgence of religion, the theory of eight dimensions of globalisation, 
presented by the Norwegian professor of social anthropology Thomas Hylland Eriksen, will be 
applied. These dimensions are: 1. disembedding that is driven by technological and economic 
changes and has cultural and political implications, 2. acceleration is an increased speed of 
communication and transport, 3. standardisation where common standard that has evolved through 
the years, 4. interconnectedness where there is transnational links through media and social 
networks (Erikson, T. 2007), 5. mobility that is the ability to move from one class to another 
(McCormick, J. 2012: 68), 6. mixing, in this sense it means a mix of different cultures and 
nationalities, 7. vulnerability when migration is seen as a threat to a particular society, and finally 8. 
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re-embedding that is the recreation of local communities or organisations in order to create a sense 
of identity (Eriksen, T. 2007). Those eight key dimensions mentioned above are shortly showing the 
globalising processes of the late 20th and early 21st century that are used to identify politics or online 
communication (Aakvaag et al. 2012: 262). Nonetheless, let us take a deeper look into how those 
dimensions can be related to Egypt and how globalisation had an impact on this revolution. 
(Aakvaag et al. 2012: 262-266) 
 
Disembedding: 
“Globalisation implies that distance is becoming irrelevant, relative or at the very least less 
important.” (Aakvaag et al. 2012: 262) What this means is that distance has become very small, 
compared to the times before. An example of how this can be seen is the travel of news. In the early 
19th century, newspapers in North America reported on the Napoleonic wars weeks, and sometimes 
months after the events had happened because the news had to be sailed by ship. Nowadays you can 
write an article, and upload it to the internet and it will be available right there and then for 
everyone with access to internet. (Aakvaag et al. 2012: 262) 
 
Acceleration: 
“The speed of transport and communication has increased throughout the 20th century and this 
acceleration continues.” (Aakvaag et al. 2012: 262) This can be explained as technology has 
developed so much and gone so far that delays have become essentially non-existent with the use of 
cell phones, internet and television satellites. 
 
Standardisation: 
“Continuing the process of standardization begun by nationalism and national economies, 
globalisation entails comparability and shared standards where there were formerly none.” 
(Aakvaag et al. 2012: 263) The world has become a more globalised place to live because of the 
standardisation of for example language. English has become a standard language; even 
underdeveloped countries learn to speak English from an early age. The barriers of different 
languages have been broken down through standardisation of language and have made 
communication and trade much easier throughout the world. 
 
Interconnectedness: 
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“The networks connecting people across continents are becoming denser, faster and wider every 
year.” (Aakvaag et al. 2012: 263) 
In present time people can connect not only with others living in an area, city or country, but the 
whole wide world. Facebook and Twitter and other social networks have made it possible to 
connect to people worldwide and widen your social networks. 
 
Mobility: 
The whole world is in a constant progress. Mobility can be seen in many ways, one way of seeing 
mobility is the fact that many people have a home away from home. People buy properties in other 
countries, where they have vacation houses which stand inhabited for most of the year, until the 
respective owner go on vacation and use it. They can go on vacation in the respective countries and 
not worry about economics and other things, because they are a part of the little society where they 
live which is their home away from home. 
 
Mixing: 
“Although ‘cultural crossroads’ where people of different origins meet area as ancient as urban life, 
their number, size and diversity is growing every day.” (Aakvaag et al. 2012: 264) 
This can be understood as different cultures meet, and have frictions but also have a mutual 
influence on each other. This seems to be driven by globalisation, and the world blending in with 
each other. 
 
Vulnerability: 
“Globalisation entails the weakening and sometimes obliteration, of boundaries.” (Aakvaag et al. 
2012: 265) This means that vulnerability is a natural phenomenon which is a product of 
globalisation and interconnectedness, because it weakens or degrades culture, tradition and in some 
cases economics. Instead of having an exclusive culture, you are going to have an international 
conformed culture which is equal or similar to everyone else. 
 
Re-embedding: 
“A very widespread family of responses to the disembedding tendencies of globalisation can be 
described as re-embedding.” (Aakvaag et al. 2012: 266) 
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Re-embedding can be seen as a way of re-implement the traditions and norms of a culture and in 
this way strengthening your bonds to your historical lineage. In short you could say re-embedding is 
more local and conservative while disembedding can be seen as a way of going international and 
widening the horizon. “It can therefore be said that disembedding is always countered by re-
embedding (cf. Lien and Melhuus 2007).” (Aakvaag et al. 2012: 266) 
 
The 8 key dimensions are all in some way a contrast to another key point, which means that two 
given dimensions could be in contradiction or they can complement each other, which means that 
one given key dimension can further strengthen, underline or be a push/pull factor for another 
dimension. Given our problem area involving the influence of the Muslim Brotherhood, we find the 
globalisation theory interesting because of the fact that the Muslim Brotherhood is an Islamic 
organisation and the country of Egypt has not been under Islamic rule or ruled by an Islamic party 
since the fall of the Ottoman Empire. We find the theory and the 8 key dimensions as a tool to 
explain or to understand why the Muslim Brotherhood gained so much popularity with the Egyptian 
people and we are going to use some of the 8 key dimensions to do exactly that and to explain how 
the Egyptian revolution became as big as it did and how. 
 
Standardisation 
Standardisation; the world has become a globalised place where the growing trend is that everybody 
has at least one language in common. The dimension of standardization has helped in many ways to 
break barriers of language, given that English is a language that is pretty common spoken around 
the world nowadays even in underdeveloped countries. In Danish schools you are already taught 
English as a second-language in the 1st grade and they are trying to implement it to kindergarten. 
This should be a quite good example as to how standardized the English language has become. In 
Egypt though, they have a history with the English/British Empire and it is not necessarily a good 
history. In august of 1882 the British Empire invaded Egypt. “Within two months, they captured the 
canal and defeated the Egyptian army at Tel-el-Kebir. Arabi and the other nationalist leaders were 
sent to exile in Ceylon (modern Sri Lanka).” (Jones, J. 2013). The British wanted to pull their 
troops right after, which would leave the country with no Egyptian government and a revolution 
ignited by fundamentalists and this led the British colonization to stay until Egypt gained 
independence in 1936. (Boddy-Evans, A. 2002) 
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Comparisons could be drawn between the fundamentalists back then and the demonstrators during 
the Arab Spring, if you see standardization as a push factor, a factor that pushes the people towards 
re-embedding. The fundamentalists in 1882 were in opposition to the British Empire and what they 
stood for. As a push factor that means that the Egyptian people during the recent Arab Spring also 
could have had opposition against the standardization of the world that Egypt is a part of. Egypt was 
a British colony, they speak the language there and furthermore it has become a place of tourism 
which they thrive of economically but as an Egyptian revolutionist that could all be something that 
you oppose. The language and the culture imposed on the Egyptians by the British back in 1882, 
could be a part reason as to the revolutionists during the Arab Spring trying to strengthening their 
and revive their old identity that they might believe they lost when the British invaded them. And 
this makes standardization a push factor, which pushes people towards re-embedding and trying to 
revive your identity that you might have lost or you are losing because of the standardization and 
globalisation of the world. 
 
Interconnectedness and the role of the social media 
Another dimension mentioned of the eight key dimensions is interconnectedness. 
Interconnectedness is best described as that it has made distance shorter so to speak. Back in the 
day, you would only get news through the paper, and then came the radio and the TV. In present 
time, we have social medias such as Twitter, MySpace and Facebook which gives the world a way 
to pass around information and news much faster than before and more up close and personal which 
can be related to interconnectedness and the question of the role of social media during the 
revolution. Facebook is for example drowning in videos from Syria, and at the time of the Arab 
Spring videos from Tunisia, Egypt and the other revolting countries also. These videos were and are 
mostly recorded by a person who is there in person on their respective video equipment, which 
could be a camcorder, a cell phone camera, a camera, a smart phone and so on. This gives a much 
deeper and up close personal to the viewer. 
Tupac Amaru Shakur, a poet, rapper and a revolutionary thinker gives his thoughts about this way 
of spreading news and getting a reaction from the audience in his autobiographic documentary titled 
Tupac: Resurrection, he says: “It's like you've got the Vietnam War, right? And just because the 
reporters show us pictures at home of the Vietnam War, that's what made the Vietnam War end 
when it did, or the shit probably would have lasted longer. If no one knew exactly what was going 
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on, we just thought they were just dying valiantly, in some beautiful way. But because we saw the 
horror, that's what made us stop the Vietnam War.” (Shakur, T). 
 
During the Vietnam War people saw the soldiers in battle as martyrs, as patriots fighting for their 
country but when the scenes from Vietnam were broadcasted, people suddenly changed views. The 
wounded dead soldiers, the annihilation and the destruction made people realize that it war was not 
something taken out of a fairy tale. It is real, and it affects a lot of people mentally and physically. 
On the Al Jazeera news, they were daily broadcasting live updates and news from Egypt where they 
used these videos. Some people even say that without Al Jazeera bringing these videos from 
different social Medias into broadcasting, the Arab Spring might never have been or it might not 
have been as violent and successful as it was it wasn’t for the freedom of internet. Wael Ghonim, an 
Egyptian activist supports that, he says:”If you want to liberate [a people], give them the Internet.” 
(Lindsey, R. 2013) 
 
Zeinab Abul-Magd, who wrote a report about the 25th of January on the Tahrir Square also mention 
the people on the social medias, spreading news and inciting revolution. She claims that the 
revolution being brought on by the people with the Muslim Brotherhood playing a role through 
their youth party, but not only them also a lot of ordinary people, from farmers to lawyers out 
protesting alongside hooligans also. She makes a point though, she mentions the people out in the 
streets protesting but she also mentions the people on the social media. (Abul-Magd, Z. 2012:1). In 
a way, she splits the nation’s effort into two parts. The people on the street, making themselves 
visible and putting pressure on the government and then you have the people on the social medias 
uploading their pictures, videos and updating their statuses as to what they have seen and are seeing 
in real life and on TV, but not anticipating themselves in the violent demonstrations. About the 
people on the social media she relates: ”Those who tweeted about Tahrir were not the ones who 
occupied it, fought bloody battles against state thugs on its frontiers, died in it, and made the 
revolution happen.”(Abul-Magd, Z. 2012:1). 
She describes the people on the social medias she as people who are upper class, they are the ones 
who can afford it and the ones who are socially interconnected with the world. They are the ones 
who gave exposure to the revolution and uploaded videos of the riots, of the wounded and the dead. 
They are the ones responsible for putting out the graphic videos, to incite the people and to draw in 
the world as to what was going on at the time. Without the graphic videos, and the exposure of 
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graphic pictures many people might have the tendency to think that it was only a political war, but it 
was not only that. All in all, they played a role, but what can be discussed is how real these videos 
and pictures are, are they edited for the sole purpose of bringing the most graphic pictures to incite 
revolution, are they even from Egypt and so on. It can also be discussed how big of a role the social 
medias played. 
 
It can be argued that the social medias did not play a role at all during the revolution. Sascha 
Meinrath a director of the New America Foundation’s Open Technology Initiative says for 
example:”In the same way that pamphlets didn’t cause the American Revolution, social media 
didn’t cause the Egyptian revolution,” (Gustin, 2011) and that “Social media have become the 
pamphlets of the 21st century, a way that people who are frustrated with the status quo can organize 
themselves and coordinate protest, and in the case of Egypt, revolution.” (Gustin, 2011) 
It can also be argued that the social medias did play a role, for example during Obama’s first run for 
president many famous people and actors put their faces out in advertisements where they chanted 
the famous “Yes We Can” slogan. It is not a fact that it played a role for people during the elections, 
but if a well liked celebrity endorses something people tend to feel or act the same way. From here 
there can be drawn comparison to the Egyptian revolution, it might not have been a lot of famous 
people who tweeted about the revolution but a mass of people did. And this gave the revolution 
exposure and helped to incite revolt in the Egyptian society. You can say that the social medias 
have become a weapon where the dissatisfied people can group and organize themselves and 
organize these protest that happened. With social interconnectedness and massive exposure, all it 
takes is a few clicks of the mouse and a few hits on the keyboard and you have created an event, a 
demonstration or protest for example where you invite all your friends, near and dear, far away 
whatever the case may be, and they also invite people to the event and that process goes on and on. 
Needless to say, this is not a fact it is a scenario, it something that could happen and might have 
happened during the Egyptian revolution. 
 
Rafat Ali who is a social media expert and the founder of PaidContent, a media that distributed 
news, is of the impression that social medias such as Twitter and Facebook did play a role, just in 
different ways and they played that role because of a lack of acknowledge or an underestimation of 
social media power by the regimes. He explains that the underestimation of the power of technology 
might be sourced in the fact that the Arab Spring has been a revolution which was also diverse in 
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age. The youth vs. the older generation, the youth who wants changes implemented and the older 
generation sitting on the important post in government not wanting to change. Rafat Ali argues that 
this age barrier might have caused the underestimation of the power of social medias, as the older 
generation in the countries involved in the Arab Spring such as Tunisia and Egypt do not use the 
social medias. The older generation has never used it and therefore they might not have understood 
the power it has. 
According to CNN host Anderson Cooper not even the CIA had understood the power social media 
has. He asked James Woolsey the former CIA director if the CIA had “fully grasped the power of 
social media catalyzing pro-democracy movements worldwide.” (Gustin, 2011). To which Woolsey 
replied: ”I think they’re starting to, (…)” (Gustin, 2011) indicating that they did not know 
beforehand but with the Arab Spring they might have become enlightened and seen first-hand how 
social medias has become a catalyst for the protests for freedom. Woolsey goes on and says that he 
knows that the CIA have had people who for years have been trying to help the people who desire 
freedom by giving them equipment and software to give them an advantage. This they have tried in 
for example Iran but they have not succeeded and he gives an explanation as to why. He gives the 
reasoning as to why social media has not worked in a country like Iran, is because the government 
and intelligence bureaus in Iran have from time to time blocked social medias such as Facebook and 
Twitter.  He further says that: ”We should have been doing exactly what has happened in Egypt,” 
and that: “We should have been trying to help foster that in Iran, helping them set up servers to 
protect their Facebooks, protect their Twitters, and we really have not.” (Gustin, 2011). 
Woolsey’s last statement is an interesting one as it supports Wael Ghonim and his claims about if 
you want to liberate a country then you should give them internet. Woolsey goes further than that 
and claims that the CIA should provide servers for internet and make sure the servers are set up to 
protect the Facebook and Twitter accounts of the people so they can take advantage and vent their 
frustrations through there without the government sneaking around and shutting it down when they 
feel it becomes too dangerous. 
 
In Rafat Ali’s eyes he says that Facebook and Twitter played an essential role in the revolution in 
their own way, which is in contradiction to the opinion of Sascha Meinrath. Rafat Ali says that: 
“Facebook definitely had a role in organizing this revolution.” and that “It acts like an accelerant to 
conditions which already exist in the country. Twitter and YouTube serve as amplification for 
what’s happening on the ground. And they directly affect Western media coverage.” (Gustin, 2011). 
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Rafat Ali’s comments support the theory of the fact that interconnectedness has played a role in the 
Egyptian Revolution, and he is not the only one. Wael Ghonim, who was mentioned earlier in his 
quote about liberation of a country and internet even goes as far to say that: “This revolution started 
on Facebook,” and that “I want to meet Mark Zuckerberg some day and thank him personally.” 
(Gustin, 2011). These are quotes and saying which express a deep and utter belief in the power of 
social media. Though it should be taken in consideration that Wael Ghonim is an Egyptian himself 
and has considered the face of the Egyptian Revolution when he as earlier mentioned organized 
protests from an anonymous account, was arrested by police when they found out who were behind 
the anonymous account and afterwards interrogated. And after his release, he became a public 
known figure and known as the face of the public’s dissatisfaction. 
 
It is difficult to say whether social medias did in fact play a role in the uprising in Egypt or they did 
not. Many factors play in the question, but factors are not necessarily equal to fact. The factors are 
all something that can push something towards the greater goal, in this case to overthrow the 
government. The case can be made that social medias did not play a role, as Sascha Meinrath 
suggested with a comparison to the pamphlets not causing the American Revolution and therefore 
the social medias could not have been the main cause of the Egyptian revolution. Yet there are so 
many things and so many people who indicate that they in fact did play a vital role, and that even 
the CIA has become aware of it and will try to use it to give other oppressed people in oppressed 
countries the same means as the Egyptians had to go through with the revolution. The social medias 
are a push factor and serve as catalysts, where they beforehand only served to keep people 
connected, social medias serves to connect people, people you do not always know but you share 
the same opinions, maybe same identity, religion, political standpoint and so forth and social 
medias serve as a catalyst for those people to organize, set up protest, fundraisers, marches 
whatever the case may be to obtain their greater goal that they all have in common. 
 
Wael Ghonim might be seen as an important main figure within the Egyptian revolution and for the 
fact that social medias did play a role because he made people commit to Facebook and organize 
and protest through his Facebook group, but one might ask how many of those people were there, 
out in the streets getting beat up by the police, sleeping in the streets with fellow citizens to 
demonstrate and prove a point. How many of the people in the Facebook group “Revolution 2.0” 
Group 5    19/12-2013 
 
56 
 
were actually doing something besides sitting behind the computer? How many were actually 
Egyptians? And how many of the people registered in the group was actual profiles? All these 
questions are questions which the anti-revolutionist might ask the pro-revolutionist and use as a tool 
to dissolve the movement for what if the person behind the group was a Russian sitting in Germany, 
would the people have reacted the same way towards him and his group if he was not something 
they could identify with? And the questions go on and on, it really is a ping pong battle going on 
between the people who believe in the role of social medias and the ones who do not, but what we 
can conclude is that both sides can be argued and both sides have some good explanations as to why 
their point of view is the right one, but it can be concluded that social medias served as mere 
catalysts where people could vent frustrations and connect with each other, but not necessarily be 
the main cause of the revolution as Sascha Meinrath argues thus a definite solution or answer to the 
question of the role of social medias cannot be given but only argued. 
 
Re-embedding  
However, when looking at the dimensions, it can be seen that standardisation and 
interconnectedness has played a role in Egypt and are linked to each other in some way. This can be 
seen by taking point of departure of globalisation and how the dimensions have been useful in this 
period. In addition, it can be seen that the organisation is trying to get the role as a party who wants 
to implement a religious way of governing the government by applying an Islamic viewpoint on 
politics. Hence, it means that the Muslim Brotherhood can be seen in the dimension of re-
embedding since the organisation is trying to implement political Islam, the real Islamic way of 
ruling. Egypt has always been an Islamic country, consequently; the political system has never been 
an Islamic republic, except the period of the Ottoman Empire. However, after the Muslim 
Brotherhood has been banned, different leaders have ruled Egypt in different ways. 
First of all, we have to make it clear that the first three presidents in Egypt’s history had one thing 
in common and that is that they all belong to the same political association and were a part of Free 
Officers. Following the first three presidents in Egypt, Hosni Mubarak took over and changed the 
political system. In order to get an overview of the presidents of Egypt and to see whether Morsi 
practices re-embedding, a short description will be made:    
 
Muhammad Naguib was the first president in Egypt’s history and was selected by the officers after 
Egypt’s defeat in the Arab-Israeli War in 1948. He was a part of the political association ‘Free 
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officers’ as mentioned before and their goal was to overthrow King Farouk and the British 
domination of Egypt. Naguib was seen as a temporary president that later would be replaced by 
Jamal Abdel Nasser. Nevertheless, Naguib was a close friend of Abdel Nasser. There was 
disagreement between these two friends, and this is said to be the reason behind the replacement. As 
a subsequent, Naguib was house arrested for 18 years until the release by Anwar Sadat.         
Gamal Abdel Nasser was the second president in Egypt’s history. Due to the stories about 
disagreements with Naguib, Abdel Nasser stated a coup against him, and became the second 
president. Besides the plan of overthrowing the king, Abdel Nasser allied with the Soviet Union and 
together they were against countries like Israel, the US, France and Britain. He is seen as one of the 
most important Arab leaders in history because of his visions and his fight against the Western 
world. Additionally, he was one of the most important persons during the six-year war against Israel 
in 1967. In 1952 Nasser performed his plan stating the coup against King Farouk, which was a 
successful action leading to an exile of the king to Italy.  
 
Muhammad Anwar al-Sadat also known as, Anwar Sadat, became Egypt’s third president. Sadat 
took part in the coup that felled the monarchy, and succeeded Nasser at his death in 1970. What 
differentiates Sadat from Naguib and Nasser is that he began the dialogue with his enemies. This 
caused a separation of the Arab world and showed that the national sentiment became more 
important than the religious values about one united nation without any kind of nationalism. Sadat 
did this for Egyptian interests because he wanted Sinai back. This shocked the Muslim Brotherhood 
and the allied neighbouring countries. It was a new strategy and this was the beginning of a 
diversification of the Islamic countries in the Arab world. After Camp David peace treaty with 
Israel signed by Sadat, Egypt got suspended from the Arab League for 10 years. One could argue 
that his negotiations with Israel and peace treaty afterwards could be an important factor to his 
assassination committed by Khalid Islambouli (McCarthy, A.C. 2011).  
 
After the assassination of Sadat, Hosni Mubarak became the president of Egypt. He was a more 
‘modern’ president. He had totally different visions and he did not have the same ideologies as the 
previous presidents at all. Nevertheless, Mubarak continued the negotiations and the companionship 
with Israel and the US and ended Egypt’s turbulent years with wars against Israel.  “The supporters 
of Mubarak believe that the country was safe while he was in power.” (Abdalla, A. 2013). Mubarak 
himself tried to prevent him and the country from getting into trouble on the international scene. 
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Generally Mubarak focused on the national agenda; moreover, he wanted Egypt to focus on the 
economy through tourism, without any conspicuous transnational issues. 
Due to his attitude towards the Islamic fundamentalism and his diplomacy towards Israel, Mubarak 
has always been in the main focus that has lead to several assassin attempts during his time as 
president. However, Mubarak continued the Sadat tendency and strengthened the relationship with 
the Western world and Israel. 
 
Mohammed Morsi, a member of the Muslim Brotherhood, was the first democratically elected 
president in Egypt’s history and won the presidency with 52 percent of the votes (Look at appendix 
5). His goal was to break Mubarak’s policy of supporting US and Israeli interests. One of the things 
that distinguish Morsi from the previous leaders is that he wants to implement political Islam with 
Sharia legislation. It was one his and the Brotherhood's goals and that can be linked to the concept 
re-embedding. 
 
The former presidents have obstructed Mohammed Morsi’s visions about politics because of the 
companionship between the US and Israel that has been developed through the years due to the 
previous negotiations. 
 
Nonetheless, Morsi do experience difficulties on his way to change the previous policies, for 
instance Binyamin Ben-Eliezer argues that “People in Egypt are looking for a livelihood, and if he 
(e.g. Morsi) wants to maintain Egypt’s financial resources, he will have to abandon the path of 
confrontation with Israel.” (Greenberg, J. 2012). So Morsi faced a conflict of objectives. He could 
not fulfil his visions of the political program. Morsi was forced to keep cooperate with the US and 
Europe in order to protect the vulnerable economy experienced in the country. 
However, according to Morsi’s supporters, he has not had the chance to attempt major changes due 
to his serving year of presidency. The leaders of the Muslim Brotherhood were committed to 
political Islam; moreover, they were committed to an economic stability allowing an increase in 
wealth. They knew that they could not just win on the basis of political Islam, because he needed to 
help Egypt to recover from the crisis experienced after the fall of the Mubarak regime (Hammer, J. 
2012). 
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It can be said that after the fall of the Ottoman Empire the nationalism grew among the Muslims. 
The presidents had a connection with each other and can be seen as a new generation with the 
young officers, Naguib, Nasser and Sadat that were fighting for Egypt and their interests in the end.  
We can here state that the Muslim Brotherhood can be seen in the dimension re-embedding. 
Mohammed Morsi, who is a leading member of The Muslim Brotherhood, wants to override 
nationalism since Islam prohibits the concept. Due to this notion, the organisation implements 
political Islam that is meant to unite and strengthen the bond among the Muslims and between the 
Arab countries.  
 
Chapter 5: Conclusion 
With the end of this paper it can be concluded that the history of the Muslim Brotherhood and the 
thoughts of Hassan Al Banna play an enormous role in building an awareness of who the MB are 
and what they aim to achieve politically, in the consciousness of the Egyptians people. Al Banna is 
the founder of the MB society movement. Since the assassination of Al Banna the ideology and 
strategy of the movement have been built upon his thoughts and beliefs. Since the establishment of 
the MB in 1928 up to the late 2000s the movement was banned officially. Even though they had 
been able to build a fundament in big parts of Egypt’s society, resulting in a successful election 
campaign making them the first democratic, freely elected government in the history of Egypt. 
The occupational demonstrations that took place on the 25th of January 2011 in Tahrir Square (the 
most vital square of Cairo), was the most essential event and the birth of the Egyptian revolution. 
The Egyptian people were inspired by the Tunisian revolution, also known as the Jasmine 
Revolution, among the many other Middle Eastern and North African people who stood up and 
demonstrated against their governments. These demonstrations spread like a contagious virus in the 
region, which the governing regimes could not stop nor prevent. 
On the 25th of January 2011 the Egyptian people mobilised protests where people from various 
generations participated. These demonstrations were televised by western medias in a way that 
would benefit them. By looking at the events that happened during the Egyptian revolt, we can tell 
that it did not happen on a peaceful manner. The revolt had episodes with bloody street fights and 
clashes between the security forces and the protesters. Police stations and state buildings were 
burned down. 
The MB established a political party after overthrowing Mubarak’s regime, named the Freedom and 
Justice party. This political party was established due to the good reputation the MB had gained 
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since their founding. The Freedom and Justice Party was introduced with the same political 
program that the individual MB candidates had been having in the ruling years of Gamal Abdel 
Nasser, Anwar Sadat and Hosni Mubarak. The public already knew many of these individual 
political candidates who joined the Freedom and Justice Party and their political program. This 
means that what they planned and wanted to do was not something new in the ears of the Egyptian 
people. In the political program of the Freedom and Justice Party it is emphasized that they want to 
‘save’ Egypt from chaos, injustice and lack of freedoms. 
According to statistics used in our paper, it is shown that the majority of the people living in the 
rural areas of Egypt preferred to votes for Islamic parties, such as the Freedom and Justice Party and 
Al-Nour Party on behalf of the their ideology. The majority of the young generation of the voters in 
Egypt preferred to vote for the MB’s Freedom and Justice Party, hoping that they would reform the 
system. Others, who voted for the MB, sympathized with them since they saw them as an oppressed 
movement by the Mubarak regime that they overthrew. Some even voted in the favour of the MB 
because of their hatred towards the presided regime. Furthermore some people voted and supported 
the MB due to their charity work that they had been provided from the last many years. The success 
of the MB that secured them the government was based on their extraordinary organisational skills, 
their charity work, their oppressed history, and the sympathy of the people. 
The sociological globalisation theory can be used and applied to the circumstances that we present 
in Egypt during the revolution. Three main concepts of the globalisation have been used. The first 
one being standardization and how it has contributed to the revolt of the Egyptian people. This can 
be seen in the history of Egypt and the how they were colonized by the British Empire. This could 
have left a trace of animosity towards the British and the standardization theory suggests that the 
world will become a place or has become which has a conformed culture and language. One of the 
standard languages of the world is the English language which in the eyes of the Egyptians 
symbolizes the British that they are against. The second concept used is interconnectedness, the 
concept is described as how the world has become a very small place because of the broad options 
of opportunities to connect with the world and widen your social network through the social medias. 
Theories have been represented on how the social media played a vital role in inciting the riots 
through Facebook because of the availability of internet. The role of the social media has had an 
effect on the people but not necessarily on the revolution, but this is an open question which can be 
confirmed but also debunked. Furthermore it can be concluded that the Internet was essential and 
without the internet the social medias would definitely not have played a role at all. 
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The third concept, re-embedding, can be used to see how the Muslim Brotherhood with Morsi 
wants to get rid the country of nationalism. The presidents before Morsi was fighting for Egyptian 
nationalism whereas Morsi wants to unite all the Muslims with political Islam and therefore it 
makes sense to get rid of the nationalism because it is in contradiction and hinders political Islam 
which aims to unite the Muslims and strengthen the bond within the Arab countries. The former 
presidents have made this difficult for Mohammed Morsi and for his visions on politics because of 
the alliance that Egypt has with US and Israel which has been developed over a long period of time. 
Sudden changes in the political agenda might not be seen as a prosperous turn of events for those 
alliances. 
 
The Muslim Brotherhood have a good reputation which they have obtained through charity work 
and their organisational skills which they implemented in the society which made them well known 
and well liked in opposition to the former presidents which the people feared due to the bad 
experiences Egypt has had and this is what the Muslim Brotherhood focused on to give security to 
the people in their aims to save Egypt.  
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